Sole Source Requirements on DESP III
A recent Air Force Audit Agency report concluded that AFMC contracting personnel did not properly utilize multiple award IDIQ contracts to take continuous advantage of the benefits of competition after award.  Caution is advised in placing any sole source requirement on this Multiple Award competitive contract vehicle. During acquisition planning, contracting officers must ensure contracts are structured and requirements are adequately defined to avoid situations in which awardees specialize exclusively in one or a few areas within the statement of work.  Contracting officers need to maintain competition among the awardees throughout the contracts period of performance. 

FAR 16.505(b)(1) requires contracting officers to provide each awardee a fair opportunity to be considered for each order exceeding $3000 issued under a multiple delivery order contact unless one of the statutory exceptions under 16.505 (b)(2)(i) applies.  Contracting officers shall fully justify and document fair opportunity waivers.  In addition, for orders exceeding $150,000, contracting officers must follow the procedures at DFARS 215.505-70 and AFFARS 5316.505-70.

Please review and heed the attached HQ AFMC/PK Memo in regard to exceptions to fair opportunity and the use of Multiple Award IDIQ Contract Vehicles.
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