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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Design & Engineering Support Program (DESP III)

Frequently Asked Questions:

1.  Who has ordering capability under the DESP III?  Any Department of Defense (DoD) agency can use the DESP III to place an order on contract.  While Ogden Air Logistics Center is the primary point of contact and contract owner, decentralized ordering capability is given to many organizations.  The following organizations have been given the authority to place and manage orders directly under the DESP III (decentralized ordering):

OC-ALC (Oklahoma City, OK)

WR-ALC (Macon, GA)

WPAFB (Dayton, OH) and

 Government organizations affiliated with these decentralized ordering agencies generally should process Task Orders through the DESP III points of contact at these agencies.  Other organizations or agencies should contact Ogden Air Logistics Center for task order issuance.  Ordering, in general, is decentralized among the ALCs.  Each ordering agency should designate a central point of contact, both in the contracting and program management areas.  The designated CO should process and award all DESP III task orders for that ALC.  Subsequent administration may be decentralized to alternate divisions.

2.  Who evaluates the technical proposals?  Evaluation of the technical proposals, using the M3 Method, is accomplished by the TOI.  The DESP III Program Representative can assist the TOI with any questions about the M3Method. The results of the technical evaluation will be compared to the results of the cost evaluation for each Task Order. A best value decision will be made by the TOCO using the combined results from the technical evaluation and the cost evaluation, the emphasis of cost on the best value determination will depend on the box checked in block 3 of the PR supplement sheets (Attachment 2).
3.  I have an emergency task order.  How quickly can you get it on contract?  Overall, our goal is less than 21 calendar days from receipt of a complete package by the Agency program manager.  If you have a sole source requirement and the contractor is willing to support a fast proposal turnaround time, the order may be awarded as quickly as 5 days.  Again, these days count from receipt of a complete package.  Requirements should be completely defined and funding certified before expecting a speedy task order issuance.
4.  What contractors are on the DESP III See Attachment 5 for a list of DESP III Prime contractors and their subcontractors
5.  Who decides if an order is set-aside for small business?  
6.  Who gets credit for Small Business dollars?  Whoever issues the order.  If the TOCO at Warner-Robins places a decentralized order, they receive the Small Business credit.  However, if the Navy places an order through Ogden (centralized order), Ogden receives the credit.

7.  Can I get copies of the labor rates in the contracts?  Since they are incorporated in the contract, are they considered public information?  A determination has been made that all the labor rates and burden factors incorporated in the DESP III contracts (in addition to the cost data submitted with proposals) are Proprietary Data.  FOIA requests for this information will be denied, as we consider release of this information to be detrimental to a contractor’s competitive position.  Although contracts will be distributed in accordance with agency procedures, all pages containing labor rates are stamped "Proprietary Data" and the front of the contract indicates that those pages are to be properly safeguarded and not released outside the government.

8.
Can contractors get debriefings on competitive task orders?  Yes.  Offerors have up to 5 days from the award announcement (posted on the DESP III webpage) to request a debrief.  A letter should be released indicating the successful offeror and award amount, and should also list the offeror’s own strengths and weaknesses.  Cost ranking, technical scores, information about other offerors’ strengths and weaknesses, or information about the number of offerors received should not be released.

