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What is Neighborhood Watch?

Neighborhood Watch is a citizen's involvement program, where citizens, in cooperation with the local law enforcement agency, directly participate in the detection and prevention of crime. 

Citizens involved in Neighborhood Watch are trained in how to recognize suspicious activities and report these to the Police Department. Neighborhood Watch citizens keep well informed about their neighborhood and of any suspicious, criminal or dangerous activities that may be occurring. In short, Neighborhood Watch citizens provide valuable information to the Police Department for investigation and apprehension of criminals. 

Neighborhood Watch is not

A group of vigilantes or lawless people taking the law into their own hands. Nor do Neighborhood Watch citizens take the place of the Police Department in enforcing the law or apprehending criminals. 

Why Neighborhood Watch works

On a national scale there is approximately one police officer for every 2,000 citizens. Obviously, there are many more citizens than there are police officers. Neighborhood Watch greatly reduces this ratio of citizens to police by having Neighborhood Watch citizens become an extension of the Police Department's eyes and ears. 

Neighborhood Watch provides the community with unlimited availability of citizens to watch their neighborhood for suspicious activities or crime. This helps to deter crime since the criminal must now be on guard against the entire community. 

How Neighborhood Watch Operates

Neighborhood Watch operates in two basic ways: The neighborhood "Watchers" (citizens involved in Neighborhood Watch) carefully watch and observe their neighborhood immediately notifying the police if any suspicious or criminal activity is seen. In addition, members utilize crime prevention measures to make it much more difficult for criminals to perpetrate crime within their community. 

How You Can Become An Effective Member

In order to effectively participate in your Neighborhood Watch Program, it is necessary to keep well informed about your neighborhood and community. You can do this by keeping an open ear and a watchful eye. Talk with your neighbors, encourage them to tell you about any suspicious or unusual occurrences. Exchange information with your neighbors about what you have seen or heard that was suspicious. 

Read the local newspaper or other publications. You will be better informed of arrests and other criminal activities occurring in the community. Remember the better informed you are the better prepared you will be to prevent crime. 

Crime prevention and detection is a cooperative effort between you and the police. Your mental attitude has to be...that you can make a difference. 

Attend Crime Prevention Meetings

Plan to attend every Neighborhood Watch Meeting that is put on by the police department and your neighborhood. 

Here Are Just A Few Of The Things You Will Learn At These Meetings

NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME WATCH: How neighbors can look out for each other, including keeping special watch when homes are temporarily unoccupied. 

HOW TO IDENTIFY SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOR: When suspicious people or vehicles should be reported to the police. 

HOW TO REPORT A CRIME: Minimum information a police dispatcher needs. When and how to report a crime and remain anonymous. 

HOME SECURITY: How to conduct a security survey of doors, windows and other areas of your home. 

OPERATION IDENTIFICATION: How to mark your valuables with an identifying number that makes your property less inviting to thieves. 

Start The Anti-Crime Habit In Your Neighborhood By Starting Your Neighborhood Watch Today!!

Here's How

1. Call the Crime Prevention unit of the Police Department. Tell them you want to form a Neighborhood Watch. You will be provided with dates when someone is available to attend your meeting and explain Neighborhood Watch and how it operates. 

2. Choose a date you feel will be most convenient for the greatest number of people you are inviting. If convenient, plan to hold the meeting in someone's home, school or church in your neighborhood. Getting to know your neighbors is one step toward deterring crime. 

3. Get other neighbors to help you. Make invitations. Personally deliver the invitations and try to get commitments from everyone. You may also request a letter from the Police Departments Crime Prevention Unit, to deliver with your invitation that encourages your neighbors to attend. 

Why People Don't Get Involved?

Citizens are not so much apathetic or unconcerned about crime as they are uninformed about the tools available to change it. This means one informed Neighborhood Watch Member can make the difference. 

WHAT DOES NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH COST?

There is no cost to join a Neighborhood Watch. Signs and window decals which you may want to place in your house or on street corners are free. 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH IS

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
NEIGHBORS HELPING POLICE

For More Information Please Contact

TSgt Borgerding, Police Services At 775-2627.
