WHY BE CONCERNED ABOUT SECURITY?
Even though you know some answers to the question, this section may provide you with some additional insights into why people just like us find it necessary to drastically increase spending on security and security related items. A few years ago people did not lock their doors and now the same people have bars on their windows and are afraid to leave their home.

What do we mean by Security?

Webster's Dictionary defines SECURITY as:
1) Freedom from danger, harm, or risk of loss : Safe.
2) Freedom from doubt, anxiety, or fear : Confidence.
3) Something that gives or assures safety.

Webster's definition covers a broad range including areas such as natural disasters and other things beyond our ability to control. If you are now thinking that because you can't have total security why bother at all - please read on.

Security is one of the basic human needs. Very few things are more important to most people than food, water and shelter - and shelter is a form of security. Security is not an all-or-nothing concept. Some security is better than no security. However, it is a difficult thing to measure and, thus, it is also difficult to determine how much is enough.

Let's concentrates on the aspects of security which can be controlled; you will learn how to:

1) Evaluate your security risks
2) Determine the changes you can make to reduce these risks
3) Make the recommended changes.

The security areas discussed center around the places where we live. This is where we spend a lot of time, and this is also where we are most vulnerable. 

Why is Everyone Getting More Concerned About SECURITY?

One answer is because the number of crimes is increasing each year. Unfortunately, there is no indication this situation will change anytime soon. Our chances of becoming a victim increase each day.

Without getting too far off our subject, let's look at a two reasons why I believe the crime is increasing at such an alarming rate.

First, the number of robberies and burglaries is up. This is directly related to increased drug usage. Drugs are expensive; many drug users have habits which cannot be financially supported through their legitimate income; further, some drug users do not have any visible means of supports at all. To support their dependency on drugs and pay for other, normal living expenses, many users resort to taking from others. The dependency on drugs is strong enough that many drug users take above average risks to feed their habits. As you read those sections of this booklet on evaluation of security risks bear in mind that we cannot view these risks through the eyes of a logical, rational person. Rather, we will have to evaluate our risks through the eyes of someone who may be neither logical or rational.

Second, there seems to be a general deterioration in the moral values of some segments of society. These segments do not appear to be isolated to the poor or uneducated, but rather, seem to be represented in just about every social and economic class. Some of these folks simply do not consider it wrong to just take what they want. We can observe this in the white collar crime scene as well as on the street corner. Because of this, you and I have an increased likelihood of becoming crime victims.

We should not give up trying to help the drug user and upgrade the moral standards of the deviants within our society. However, the reality remains that these persons do pose a threat to our security and they are the factors we must keep in mind as we try to increase the level of security for ourselves and our loved ones.

What does a BURGLAR like?

Experience has shown us that burglars like many things (mostly other people's things), but two conditions are preferred by most thieves:

• An invitation, and
• A fast, easy, undetected entry and exit

Burglary invitations aren't stuffed into envelopes as are birthday party invites; nor do we hang signs on our doors - "BURGLARS WELCOME" - the way we attach balloons to the mailbox. However, invitations are sent and signs are posted which are equally effective. Have you observed the pile of newspapers on your how the mail overflows from his mailbox? Other invites you might recognize include:

• Unkept Yard.
• Keys left in your vehicle while you run into the store.
• Dark or concealed hiding areas.
• Windows left open when you are away.
• Notes left on exterior doors explaining where you have gone.
• The spare house key on top of the door jam. (Did you think no one knew that key was there?)
• Messages on answering machines stating you are away.
• An open garage door.
• Sliding glass door, without auxiliary locks.
• A house unlit night after night.
• Privacy fence.
• Flimsy door latches and locks.
• Basement windows.

After receiving his invitation the burglar also looks for a quick, undetected entry and exit. He will choose the path of least resistance which affords him the best chance of getting away without being caught. For this reason, most burglars work the night shift hiding under the cover of darkness. This is an opportunity afforded by nature; other access and escape opportunities which we provide include:

• A large shrub in front of a window
• A dark alley behind the residence
• A privacy fence around the yard
• An unlocked door or window
• A sliding glass door
• An exterior door without a deadbolt lock

Learn how to post a "BURGLARS NOT WELCOME HERE" sign!

HOW CAN WE PROTECT OURSELVES, OUR LOVED ONES & OUR PROPERTY?
The amount of security you need may be difficult to determine and even harder to measure. Total security is probably impossible to obtain and is most likely beyond what most of us can afford. Actually, security is a relative concept; if our environment is more secure than other people's environment, then the other people become the more likely victims. Consider this:

Bill and Bob were hiking in the woods when a bear suddenly appeared and began to chase them. Bob immediately started to run. Bill followed closely behind and shouted, "Do you think we can outrun this bear?". Without breaking stride Bob replied, "I don't have to outrun the bear, I just have to outrun you!"

Obviously Bob was still concerned about his security; after all, he did keep running. He simply recognized that Bill was in the more vulnerable position. So it may be between you and your neighbor; like Bill, your neighbor may be more vulnerable. But this does not imply that you can stop running.

Where to START?

Start by developing an awareness of your environment. Learn to identify the threats to your security which already exist or may develop. You don't have to look at everything and everybody suspiciously. But, developing a security awareness for where you live, work, play and drive can help you avoid taking unnecessary risks, help you identify the areas needing corrective action, and prepare you to react if something does happen. Play the "What if" game. What if I had a flat tire on this road at night? What if I came home and was confronted by a burglar? What if a fire started, would my children know how to escape? Now please, do not drive yourself crazy playing "What if" every minute of the day or you may be tempted to never leave your home or go to sleep again. I would like you to learn how to be more security conscious, but on the other hand this world does not need any more crazy people.

If you were going to obtain only one thing from reading this I would wish that one thing to be - that you develop a sound security awareness of your environment.

What else?

Habits. Develop good habits which will increase your security and peace of mind. Here are a few that should give you some ideas:

• Always remove your keys from your vehicle and lock all doors. 
(Unless you drive a boat and then locking the doors could be more difficult!)
• Close and lock windows and doors before you leave your home; make it your habit to double check. (If you live on the 50th floor the windows may be of lesser importance!)
• Turn off and unplug the iron immediately after you finish.
• Have a friend collect your mail and papers when you are away.
• Never leave packages visible in your vehicle.
• Develop and practice a fire evacuation plan with your family.

Education. Educate yourself and your loved ones about risks. Now that you pay more attention to your environment you can identify areas which increase your risk of becoming a crime victim. Some risks can be eliminated by modifying the environment - we'll talk about this in the next section. Other risks can be removed by changing our day-to-day lifestyle -our habits, if you will. As you become aware of things you, your loved ones or your friends do which create unnecessary risk, write them down. Then choose an appropriate time to discuss these areas with those involved. 

I do not recommend preaching, but rather discussing and educating. Explain your concerns -

• What you are concerned about,
• Who you are concerned about, 
• Why you are concerned (risks), 
• What are their comments about these concerns, do they have any others?, 
• What behavior changes you would like them to make; what changes do they suggest, 
• What benefits will come from these changes.

Here are some risky behaviors which might be on your concern list:

• A roommate or child who does not lock the door when they leave
• A spouse who drives home from work on a secluded road
• Retiring for the evening without making sure the house is locked up
• Leaving the keys in a vehicle
• Leaving the garage door open when away from home
• The last person leaving the residence does not arm the security system
• Answering the door without first determining who is on the other side
• Giving out details to strangers over the phone ("Daddy's on a trip.")

Each of these involves behaviors which create unnecessary risks. If the persons creating the risks become aware of them most will gladly modify their behavior.

Environment. Change your physical environment to increase your security. 

Some of the "TO DO" items may be one time projects like door locks, while others may be recurring activities like trimming shrubs away from the windows. Proper security is an ongoing process - not something you can do once a decade and then forget!

Most of the tasks or projects suggested are inexpensive and in many cases they're free. However, even those which involve some expense, will pay dividends in excess of their actual dollar cost. It is hard to predict the actual dollar savings which will come from most of the ideas mainly because much of what we are protecting can not be valued in dollars.

Does the Type of Residence Make a Difference?

Yes. The type and location of your residence do make a difference, both in the things required to increase security and in the practical ability to directly control those things which affect your security. Some of the major items which may affect the implementation of your security plan include:

• Renting vs. owning your residence
• Ownership of dwelling, but not the land (condominium)
• Single or multiple family dwelling (fire protection)
• Single or multiple story dwelling
• Residence location - city vs. country

Renting may mean you are not permitted to make some modifications which you feel necessary to improve security. Or, even if permitted, you may not be reimbursed for the money you spend making the changes. Renting may be an advantage if you can convince your landlord to make the changes without using your time or money. If your landlord allows you to make the changes, but will not pay for them, then you need to determine for yourself if the increased security is worth the cost considering the length of time you plan to stay.

So, what can you do if you rent? Work with your landlord and your neighbors to make improvements. If this doesn't work out you may consider this - make a list of security requirements for your next rental residence and start looking for a more secure place to live.

Ownership of the dwelling, but not the land impacts the extent to which you can modify the exterior surroundings of your residence. If a large shrub outside your window provides a hiding place for a burglar, you may not be allowed to trim (or chop) the shrub without consulting the maintenance personnel. Again, you will need to work through the appropriate committees and management structure.

Multiple family dwellings, regardless of whether you own or rent, can impact your ability to control your own destiny and security. You may take extra precautions to prevent fire hazards in your residence, but if everyone else in the building doesn't take the same precautions then your fire safety may still be in jeopardy.

Multiple story residences can impact how you implement security measures. The security of windows on upper floors may be simpler. However, fire evacuation plans become more complex.

Country residences are more at risk simply because of their location. Typically, country residences are farther from the protective services such as the police and fire department which increases emergency response time and the cost of an incident. And often, because of the remote locations, your neighbors may not be as much help when it comes to observing and reporting incidences.

Regardless of the type of residence you now have, there are many helpful ideas which can be cheaply and easily implemented. Those areas you cannot control now should be put on your want list when you go looking for a new place to call HOME.

What is the Key to Security?

You may want to know what is the "single key" to security. Well, the bottom line is that there is no single magic answer to the security issue. However, there are some key components which will increase your security and the security of your loved ones. These key security components are:

• Awareness
• Education
• Habits
• Precautions

These components are within our grasp. Each and every one of us can make ourselves more secure by becoming aware of our environment, changing our environment when possible, and changing how we interact with the environment.

HOW TO CONDUCT YOUR OWN HOME SECURITY AUDIT?
WHAT is a security audit?

An organized review of your residence and surrounding area to evaluate your security strengths and weaknesses.

WHY perform a security audit?

A quick, easy yet thorough way to identify areas which are vulnerable.

HOW to perform the security audit?

Using the Security Audit Checklist review your home from the burglar's point of view. 

WHEN to perform the security audit?

First, perform the audit in the daylight. Then, review the items in the Exterior Section again when it is dark.

WHAT areas are important?

The Security Audit is organized into four sections:

1) The Exterior or outside of your residence,
2) The Structure,
3) The Interior of your residence, and
4) The Contents of your residence.

The numbered items in the following sections correspond to the item numbers of the Security Audit Checklist.

SECURITY AUDIT - SECTION 1 - THE EXTERIOR 


(remember, this is the part which should be reviewed both in the daytime and again after dark)

1. Do trees and shrubbery obscure your doors and windows?

Shrubbery provides excellent cover behind which a burglar could work on breaking into your residence without being observed or detected.

2. Do shrubbery or other structures provide a place where an intruder could hide?

Most burglaries occur when no one is home. However, some intruders hide waiting for you to enter or leave your residence.

3. Does your residence's appearance give the impression no one is home?

Untidy yards, unmowed grass, newspapers on the porch, mail in the mail box or advertisements hanging from the door are all signs saying "No one's home". These serve as an invitation for burglars.

4. Are storage sheds or buildings unlocked?

These types of structures often contain easily removed small, valuable items. Also, they are excellent places for a burglar to obtain tools and ladders to break into your residence.

5. Is the garage door unlocked or open?

Again, the burglar can help himself to your tools and use them to break into your home. If the garage and house are attached the garage will conceal the intruder as he breaks into the connecting door.

6. Do you have a privacy fence?

A fence which blocks other's view of your property increases your privacy; but, it also increases your security risks. Once a burglar gets inside the fence he can work on breaking into your residence without being observed by neighbors or passers-by.

7. Are there basement windows or an exterior basement door which is unlocked or easily opened?

Basement windows are easy targets - they are often hidden by shrubs and usually have very poor locking devices.

8. Are there ground floor windows which are open, unlocked, have broken glass or are otherwise inviting to an intruder?

Windows on the ground floor offer easy points of entry. Windows which are open just a crack or have visible unlocked locking devices are again open invitations.

9. Are there ground floor doors which are unlocked, have a broken lock, have a broken pane of glass or show other signs of being easy to enter?

An unlocked or easily opened door is another target. Exterior doors without deadbolt locks can usually be opened by an amateur. Don't forget to check the door that no one (else) ever uses.

10. Are there second floor windows or doors which are open or obviously unlocked?

If your normal entry into your home is not through the second story, these areas may be ignored or presumed safe. However, this is exactly why the second level is so appealing to intruders.

11. Are there any other openings to your home such as sky-lights, crawl spaces or vents which are unprotected?

Again, just because these are not very appealing entry points to us, doesn't mean that an intruder won't like them. They may be just what he's looking for.

12. Are there entrances to your home which are unlighted at night?

Check this at night, look at the -

1) lighting you have available,
2) lighting which is normally on when you come home after dark, and the
3) lighting which is normally used when you are home in the evening. Lighting is one of the key things which can be used to discourage those that would be up to no good after dark.

13. Are there other areas around your home which are unlighted and could provide concealment for an intruder?

Dark areas beside or behind a residence provide hiding places where an intruder can work on obtaining entry to your home. Remember, given enough time professional burglars can open almost any door or window. So, one of the goals of improved security is to deprive them of the time to work undetected.

14. Are cars or other vehicles left outside unlocked or have the keys in the ignition?

I have been told that with very little training, and using only a hammer and a screw driver, a thief can "hot wire" (start without the key) one popular brand of American-make automobile in ten seconds. Leaving the vehicle unlocked just makes the task that much easier!

15. Are your vehicles parked in poorly lighted areas?

Just like your residence, it is important to not create an inviting environment for thieves and burglars.

If you answered "YES" to any of the questions in Section 1, then you have a problem (or problems) which should be corrected.

