Family Child Care Program helps with free Extended Duty Care

America is at war and many people are affected in both obvious and subtle ways.  Some families may be more directly affected because a member may face extended duty hours or deployment making child care more difficult.

Active duty members sometimes rely on their neighbors to assist with child care for the extended hours; however, the Family Child Care program here can help through the Extended Duty Child Care program.  Parents obtain licensed child care when they need it for duty-related reasons beyond their typical 50-hour child care arrangements.  The program is not intended to be the family’s regular source of child care.

Acceptable uses for extended duty care include:  active duty or DoD civilian with extended workdays, weekend duty, temporary shift changes, and rapid mobilization; spouse of deployed or TDY member who has a need for extended duty child care or who is experiencing a child care emergency created in part by duty-related absence of spouse; Family Child Care providers who have medical appointments or need substitute care on a limited basis; National Guard and reservists performing weekend duty, two-week duty, or who have been mobilized full time who need extended duty or emergency care for their spouse; Child Development Center staff or School Age Program staff required to work different shift, longer hours, attend training, and who have other child care emergencies that impact on their ability to provide child care; active duty or DoD civilian needing a few days to find permanent child care arrangements.  

Parents may enroll in the program by picking up an extended duty care packet from the Family Child Care office, Bldg 460, Child Development Center, Bldg 470, or School Age Program, Bldg 883, and return completed packets to the Family Child Care Office.  The program is FREE to families through September 2002.  Contracted Family Child Care providers are able to pick up children from their typical child care arrangement and provide quality care in a licensed home.

Family Child Care, which is governed by Air Force Instruction 34-276, is the care of any children in the home of another person or family.  The Air Force further defines Family Child Care as 10 hours or more of care, weekly, on a regular basis in government or leased quarters.  Family Child Care provides a small group setting in a home environment and is a growing choice for parents who prefer a family setting to a center environment.

There is a group size limit of up to six children, ranging in age from two weeks through 12 years, although the number may be less depending on the space available in the home.  The Family Child Care license is valid for two years and monitored monthly.  All levels of licensing ensure that children will receive care that protects their health and safety, and supports their overall development.

Spouses of active duty members who live off base and spouses of military retirees are also eligible to become licensed Family Child Care providers in the Air Force Family Child Care Program by affiliating with the on-base program.  The geographical boundaries for affiliation extend to a 25-mile radius of Hill AFB.

Anyone interested in becoming a Family Child Care provider can call the Family Child Care office at 777-0695 or visit the office, Bldg 460, 5731 E Avenue.  The Family Child Care office is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

