2004 FAMILY & TEEN TALENT CONTEST

CONTESTANT HANDBOOK
1.  Purpose.  The Air Force Family & Teen Talent Program is to provide additional opportunities for families and youth to participate jointly in a recreational/educational 
activity; contribute to developing creative expression; provide the opportunity for

the development of meaningful relationships with peers and adults; develop an appreciation of the arts; and determine the winners in each category and recognize

the most talented Air Force-wide.  

 
2.  Eligibility.  Participation is available to families and youth as outlined in 
AFI 34-262.  Family member acts may enter any number of categories for which 

they qualify.  Age-level criteria for youth member categories are determined by their age as of 31 Dec 04.  

 
3.  Base-Level Family & Teen Talent Contest.  Each base will conduct the base-level
Family & Teen Talent Contest in a variety show format.  The base-level show date is set locally with videotape of the winner in each category due to HQ AFSVA/SVPCE,
18 Nov 04.  Due date for contestant's applications will also be set locally.
 
4.  Musical Accompaniment or Background Music.  Musical accompaniment or background music may be live or prerecorded.  Professional quality instrumental 
tapes and CDs (i.e., Karaoke style) without vocals are legally available from 
numerous sources for accompaniment.  
 
5.  Categories.  Competition is authorized in 15 categories:
 
a.  PARENT AND YOUTH TEAM.   Must consist of one parent
        and one youth
 
                b.  HUSBAND AND WIFE TEAM.  Must consist of one eligible 
     member and one spouse
 
NOTE:  Both members of a husband and wife team may be active duty.
 
                 c.  *CHILDREN.  (Ages 3 to 5 inclusive):   Solo or group act
                d.  *CHILDREN.  (Ages 6 to 8 inclusive):  Solo or group act

                e.  *PRETEEN.  (Ages 9 to 12 inclusive):  Solo act

f.   *PRETEEN.  (Ages 9 to 12):  Group act      
g.       *TEEN.  (Ages 13 - 15):  Solo act (Vocal)

h.  *TEEN.  (Ages 13 - 15):  Solo act (Instrumental)

i.  *TEEN.  (Ages 13 - 15):  Solo act (performance/specialty)

j.  *TEEN.  (Ages 13 to 15):  Group act

k.  *TEEN.  (Ages 16 to 18):  Solo act (Vocal)
l.  *TEEN.  (Ages 16 to 18):  Solo act (Instrumental)
m. *TEEN.  (Ages 18 - 18):  Solo act (performance/specialty)

n. *TEEN.  (Ages 16 to 18):  Group act

o.  *FAMILY.  The minimum number authorized for this category is three;  the maximum is unlimited.  The group must consist of either:
(1) A husband and wife, with a minimum of one child
                                                                                OR
                                (2) A single parent with a minimum of two children
                                                                                AND
                                Members of the same immediate family.
 
*NOTE:  Any size group is authorized in the CHILDREN, PRETEEN, and TEEN categories; however, the age of the oldest child in the group determines the category.  Example: A group consisting of one 5-year-old youth, two 7-year-old youths, and one 9-year-old youth would compete in the PRETEEN category.
6.  General Rules.  The following rules apply to all categories:
 
                a.  All types of music and types of acts are authorized.  Multiple types of 
                entertainment may be included in the same act.
 
                b.  "Parent and Youth Team" and "Family" group act must consist of   
              members of the same immediate family.
 
c.        For the purpose of this competition, "teen" refers to ages 13 - 18

inclusive or if still in high school or graduated in 2004; "youth" refers to

ages 3 through 18 inclusive; "preteen" refers to ages 9 - 12; and "children" refers to ages 3 - 8.

 
d.       Group acts may be all male, all female, or mixed.
 
e.  Although a time limit is not set, rarely should an act exceed    
              4 minutes.  Most acts start becoming repetitious after this point and will 
              result in a lower score from the judges.
 
7.  Judging.  Acts competing at base-level Family & Teen Talent Contest will be judged by a panel of at least three judges using the Air Force criteria for technical excellence, showmanship, and costuming. 
a.  Technical Excellence.  The degree of mastery (display of skill or
               technique) over the particular performing medium.
 
                b.  Showmanship.  The combination of factors such as physical 
               presence, appearance, poise, personality, creativity, sincerity, 
               enthusiasm, and polish that a contestant has and communicates to an 
               audience results in an entertaining experience.  Audience reaction 
               should be considered in this scoring area.  
(1)     Musical entries will be based on such factors as intonation,
tonal quality, harmonic blend (group acts), phrasing, diction,  articulation, accents, and dynamics.
 
(2)  Nonmusical/visual entries will be based on projection, body 
                                control, precision, and enunciation.
 
c.  Interpretation of Material and Costuming.  The uniqueness of the act's wardrobe and adaptation of the wardrobe to the materials presented is considered in scoring.

 
8.  Selection for Air Force Family & Teen Talent Contest Competition.  The top act in each of the 15 categories will be recorded on video tape and forwarded to reach the Air Force Services Agency NLT 18 Nov 04.  Although tapes of an actual base-level competition will meet this requirement we highly recommend acts be video taped separately from the base-level talent contest to ensure the highest quality video under controlled circumstances.  Each videotape must contain:
 
                a.  Verbal introduction at beginning of each act with:
 
                                (1)  Contestant's full name(s) or group name and individual        
 names
 
                                (2)  Contestant's base
 
(3)     Material to be performed
 
(4)     Category of act
b.  Video tape label with:
 
                                (1)  Base Identified
 
(2)  Name and DSN phone number of base project officer
9.  Awards.
 
a.  Individual participation certificates for all acts submitted to the Air
Force level
 
b.  All First, Second, and Third place winners in each of the 15 categories at the Air Force worldwide level of competition will be awarded a specially designed polo shirt with the talent show logo and year embroidered on the shirt.
