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STANDARD-EXAMINER, Thursday, Oct. 21, 2004
Military News

Air Force Staff Sergeant Paul B. Ocampo is deployed overseas at a forward operating location in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is a workgroup manager and is normally assigned to Hill Air Force Base and is the son of Egdardo C. Ocampo of North Ogden and is a 1997 graduate of Weber High School.

Air Force Captain Kenneth A. Nguyen deployed overseas to a forward operating location in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is the son of Hiep and Mary Nguyen of Riverdale.

Davis Calendar

Saturday
Airplane Talk at 1 p.m. at the Hill Aerospace Museum, Hill Air Force Base. Maj. Julie E. Petrina will discuss her experiences with the C-130J. She has worked as a configuration control officer for the Airborne Warning and Control System and Airborne Battlefield Command Control and Communications System. The C-130J is the latest model of the C-130 to be produced. She has more than 2,000 hours of flight time, many of them into the Afghanistan and Iraq area. For more information call 777-6818.
SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, Thursday, Oct. 21, 2004

Hill, other bases, queried for next round of closures

http://www.sltrib.com/search/ci_2428126
SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2004

1st Congressional district debate turns radioactive

http://www.sltrib.com/search/ci_2430201
	By Kirsten Stewart 
The Salt Lake Tribune 



	


	

	Education, nuclear waste and the survival of Hill Air Force Base were among the issues debated by candidates for Utah's 1st Congressional district Tuesday evening at KUED.
   The debate, broadcast live and before a studio audience, marked one of a handful of times that one-term Republican Rob Bishop and Democratic challenger Steve Thompson will square off this election season.
   Both have been criticized for mounting lackluster campaigns. But on Tuesday, they dug into a broad range of issues, disagreeing mostly on practice, not principle.
   Saving Hill AFB from closure ranks at the top of both candidates' priority lists. Bishop's strategy is to expand activities at the Utah Test and Training Range and Dugway Proving Ground in Tooele to ensure that Utah stays on the Department of Defense's map.
   Thompson, a Logan City councilman, emphasized the role that cities and counties play by investing in the "infrastructure" - schools and community centers - that keep the Roy community thriving.
   They also agree that No Child Left Behind (NCLB) isn't working in Utah.
   Bishop, a former teacher, wasn't in Congress when President Bush's education reform package was approved, but said he would have voted against it.
   "If you want to reform education, you need parental choice, not high-stakes tests administered by bureaucrats in Washington or Utah," Bishop said. 
   Thompson, a small businessman, criticized the Republican Congress that passed NCLB for taking control away from "our teachers and administrators who know best" and then failing to fund the reform.
   Doing so forced state lawmakers to ante up resources by raiding other budgets, Thompson said.
   The exchange grew heated when an audience-member asked candidates what they will do to prevent the temporary storage of spent nuclear fuel rods at the Skull Valley Goshute Reservation.
   Thompson saw the question as an opportunity to slam Bishop for proposing a change in the law that would have allowed Envirocare of Utah to dispose of more highly radioactive material than it now accepts. Bishop once lobbied for Envirocare at the state Legislature.
   "That's bad government. We ought to send   [Bishop] back to Brigham City to teach school," said Thompson, who believes Republicans and Democrats need to come to a bipartisan agreement on what to do with radioactive and nuclear waste. 
   Bishop opted against rebutting Thompson's remarks, choosing to "stick to the question" and tout his bill, which seeks to establish a wilderness area in Utah's west desert, thereby blocking a rail line needed to deliver waste to the reservation.


Man accused of breaking into Hill Air Force Base
http://www.harktheherald.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=33884
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HILL AIR FORCE BASE -- A Connecticut man faces federal charges for allegedly causing about $10,000 damage after sneaking into Hill Air Force Base.

Robert J. Proverb Jr., 22, has been charged with criminal mischief and failure to respond to an officer's signal to stop. He has an appearance scheduled today in U.S. District Court.

He faces up to 20 years in prison if convicted on both counts.

Prosecutors claim Proverb was under the influence of drugs about 6:30 a.m., Aug. 31, when he drove onto the base and parked near a munitions building. When base personnel were dispatched to the building, he had driven off.

Authorities later found Proverb driving, and a chase ensued with speeds reaching up to 70 mph within the base.

Proverb allegedly drove through a locked gate, forcing the base's control tower to close down active runways. No flights were prevented from taking off or landing because of the closure.

He eventually crashed through another security gate, and his vehicle was disabled, according to court documents.

Even though Proverb was on base for less than a half hour, base spokesman Lt. Rob Goza said they were aware of his presence almost immediately. The 28 minutes he was loose on base included his arrest time.

"This is actually a story of how things go right," Goza said, since officers did not use anything beyond minimal force in apprehending Proverb.

"The security force personnel figured out fairly quickly that this was not someone with malicious intent."

Instead, he said Proverb appeared "to be under the influence of something or having some type of medical condition that made him not capable of completely understanding or complying with the officer."

Military officers said they found six bottles for four different prescriptions inside the vehicle.

Proverb was not enlisted in the Air Force, and had no connection to the base or any of its personnel, Goza said. He said he also had no idea of a possible motive.

"I don't think anybody besides him knew," Goza said.

Citing security reasons, Goza declined to describe how Proverb got on base in the first place.

The base's threat level was not elevated after Proverb got inside. Goza said while it's not common, people do occasionally stumble into military installations.

Those people are normally escorted off base, and the military installations don't normally raise their threat levels "because grandma made a wrong turn onto the base."

Proverb's hometown was not immediately known, but he listed his parents as living in Norwalk and New Haven, Conn.

This story appeared in The Daily Herald on page D5.
Troops Face Difficulties Voting

Miami Herald (miami.com)
October 18, 2004 
By Patrick Kerkstra, Knight Ridder Newspapers

BAGHDAD, Iraq - U.S. service members based in Iraq and across the globe can't be confident that their votes will be counted in this year's presidential election, analysts and military advocates said this week.

Those warnings came despite a stepped-up Pentagon campaign - developed in response to the 2000 election, when as many as 30 percent of service members stationed overseas were unable to vote - to encourage troops to register and vote early.

Observers praised the military's efforts but said a cumbersome voting process, a confusing patchwork of state laws and likely ballot challenges almost certainly would disenfranchise some military voters.

"They've made three steps forward in terms of their effort and attention to the problem but two steps backward as a practical matter," said Peter Feaver, a political science professor at Duke University in Durham, N.C., who closely follows military voting.

Anecdotal accounts from soldiers stationed in Iraq confirmed that at least some troops here who applied to their local elections boards for absentee ballots months ago still haven't received them.

"I sent my application in June and I never got anything back," said 1st Cavalry Sgt. Jim Villareal from Orange County, Calif.

But unlike past elections in which Villareal and others like him probably would've been disenfranchised, the military has distributed tens of thousands of federal write-in ballots this year. The replacement ballots allow soldiers who haven't received local ballots to vote on candidates for federal office, though they don't permit voting on state and local issues.

"It's a pretty poor substitute for a regular ballot, but it beats nothing," said Sam Wright, who heads the Military Voting Rights Project.

More than the military, states and local jurisdictions are to blame for not getting their ballots to overseas soldiers. Late primary elections and legal challenges - many of them involving Ralph Nader's bid to get on ballots - have delayed printing and mailing absentee ballots in many jurisdictions.

There've been isolated reports of shortages of the federal replacement ballots, but Wright said they appeared to be reaching most soldiers who needed them.

"We have seen some improvement. Just how much is impossible to say. At this point everyone has their fingers crossed," said Derek Stewart, who in 2001 wrote a highly critical assessment of the military's overseas voting program for the Government Accountability Office.

Given the likelihood of a close presidential election, a few thousand more votes from service members stationed overseas could swing the results in battleground states such as Florida, Pennsylvania and Ohio. Just 537 votes divided President Bush and Al Gore in Florida in 2000, a spread easily covered by military ballots.

Military voters have tended in past elections to vote Republican, and a recent Annenberg election survey of 655 active-duty soldiers and their family members found that they were likely to back Bush in large numbers again this year.

"The Democrats broke something of a taboo in 2000 when they started to challenge military ballots on technical grounds," Feaver said. "You would expect the Democrats to be just as exacting this time around as Republicans will be about votes coming from perceived Democratic areas."

Overseas military ballots are particularly susceptible to challenge, experts said, because they frequently arrive past deadlines and without postmarks.

The Pentagon had planned to roll out a $22 million electronic solution to the problem this election. But security experts said the votes - which would've been transmitted over the Internet - wouldn't be secure, and the system was scrapped. The hodgepodge of voting and ballot-application methods that took its place is so confusing that the Defense Department issued a 379-page guide to help service members figure out how to vote.

The military has deluged service members with reminders to vote early. Banners and signs seem to fly from every base in Iraq, and "remember to vote" commercials air frequently on the Armed Forces television network.

The Pentagon campaign and the crucial role of the Iraq war in the election have combined to make the election a passionate subject of debate in mess halls and barracks across Iraq.

"We should stay here until the job is done, and I can't trust (Sen. John) Kerry to do that," said Baghdad-based 1st Cavalry Spc. Thuan Tran, from Palmdale, Calif., who said he'd never felt so passionately about an election before.

At Camp Bucca, the American-run prison on the Kuwaiti border 300 miles south of Baghdad, the sand-dusted and sunburned soldiers consider themselves experts on the biggest foreign-policy question shaping the election.

"A lot of soldiers feel President Bush isn't fulfilling what he said he'd do," said Spc. Ricardo Hart, 35, of the 321st Signal Co. out of Reno, Nev. "But I tell them, this is war, this is still a conflict. Nothing is black and white. So, we're all voting - just maybe not for the same person."

Hannah Allam contributed to this article.
TV Beamed At Cuba Caught In Jam

Washington has a new trick to get TV Marti onto Cuban sets: An airplane broadcasts it.

Chicago Tribune
October 18, 2004 
MIAMI -- For 12 years, Antonio Dieguez has diligently gone to work as director of TV Marti, the U.S. government-financed station aimed at bringing news and information to the Cuban people.

There is only one problem. Almost no one on the island has ever seen it. Cuban officials have jammed its signal since the broadcasts began in 1990, saying it is an act of aggression and a violation of Cuba's sovereignty.

"If you don't have ratings, you don't have ratings," quipped Dieguez, a 68-year-old Cuban-American immigrant. "We don't care. We keep doing our job. We produce a hell of a newscast."

After years of failure, the Bush administration launched a new effort in late August to break through the jam by beaming the TV signal from a U.S. military plane flying off the southern coast of Florida. The results are uncertain.

The frustrating tale of Dieguez and his TV Marti colleagues--along with its sister broadcast Radio Marti--is one of the more controversial and costly chapters in the battle between the United States and Latin America's only communist nation.

Inspired by the U.S.-financed Radio Free Europe, which some experts credit with contributing to the fall of the Iron Curtain, Radio Marti went on the air in 1985 and has had moderate success broadcasting to the island. Its television counterpart sought to build on that.

Supporters say the Marti broadcasts are virtually the only means by which Cubans can receive alternative information in a nation where there is no privately owned media. Cable and satellite television, along with Internet access, is severely restricted. Combined, the broadcasts cost U.S. taxpayers about $27 million a year.

Choices in Cuba limited

What's left for most Cubans is a state-run media that act as the government's propaganda arm.

"The day that Cubans can watch CNN and purchase foreign newspapers, there won't be a need for these broadcasts," said Frank Calzon, executive director of the Center for a Free Cuba, an anti-Castro group in Washington.

Critics, however, say TV Marti is a $10 million-a-year boondoggle that should be shut down.

The C-130 broadcast is the latest attempt by the U.S. to penetrate Cuban jamming after failing to reach large numbers of Cubans through satellite transmission and a transmitter fixed on a helium-filled balloon tethered 10,000 feet above the Florida Keys.

"You can't repeal the laws of physics," said Philip Peters, a former State Department official and Cuba expert at the Lexington Institute. "It's always going to be easier for Cuba to jam the broadcasts than for the U.S. to get them through."

Peters and other critics argue that a more effective way to break Cuba's information blockade is by lifting the long-standing U.S. travel ban preventing most Americans from visiting the island.

Lifting the travel ban--along with easing recently tightened restrictions on Cuban-Americans visiting their homeland--would send a flood of Americans to the island and stimulate a flow of ideas and information, some experts argue.

"Nothing can replace Americans sitting down and talking to Cubans, going to church with Cubans, going to school with Cubans or working on community projects with Cubans," said Daniel Erikson, director of Caribbean programs at the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington policy group.

The Marti broadcasts also have been criticized over the years as biased and untrustworthy.

The State Department's Office of the Inspector General said in a 1999 report that Radio Marti's news reports suffered from a lack of "credibility and professionalism."

"The problems affecting credibility were lack of balance, fairness, objectivity and lack of adequate sourcing," the report said. "The problems affecting professionalism dealt with intermingling news and opinion, and using poor judgment in the selection of stories."

Criticism of Radio Marti

More recently, Radio Marti came under heavy criticism in 2001 for waiting several hours before reporting that U.S. authorities had returned Elian Gonzalez, the shipwrecked boy who had been living Miami relatives, to Cuba.

Christina Sanson, Radio Marti's current director of programming, said the station delayed its broadcast to include reaction from U.S. officials and present a more balanced story.

Others suggested the delay might have been because of political, rather than journalistic, considerations. The Clinton administration's decision to return Gonzalez to Cuba was highly unpopular among many Cuban-Americans.

Kenneth Tomlinson, chairman of the Broadcasting Board of Governors, a federal agency that overseas all non-military U.S.-financed international broadcasts, acknowledged that the Marti broadcasts have not lived up to journalistic standards of balance and integrity.

But he and other executives said vast improvements have been made in the past 18 months, even while explaining that there are limits to what a U.S. government-sponsored endeavor can broadcast.

"I don't think you will get many people on who say that Castro is a good guy and what they are doing is right," said Alberto Mascaro, chief of staff at the Office of Cuban Broadcasting, which operates Radio and TV Marti.

Some feedback is good

In the offices, cubicles and studios that comprise Marti's newsroom, in Miami, executives and reporters said they received telephone calls from Cubans who reported they have viewed the television broadcasts beamed from the U.S. C-130 aircraft.

A Cuban-American immigrant and veteran newsman, Dieguez says the station is making a push to improve programming even as Cuban officials use Soviet-era helicopters packed with jamming equipment to continue disrupting the signal.

While Radio Marti recently switched to an all-news format, TV Marti is spicing up its line-up with movies, music videos and Major League Baseball games, along with programs about human rights and other issues.

One new show, "The Office of the Chief," is a sitcom following the tribulations of a fictitious leader of a fictitious island nation. With his gray beard and olive green military uniform, the fictitious head of state bears a striking resemblance to Castro.

TV Marti also is producing a 30-minute talk show co-hosted by Alina Fernandez, Castro's 48-year-old daughter who fled into exile a decade ago and is sharply critical of her father's government. Fernandez said she wishes she had a large audience on the island.

"It's very frustrating," she said. "Someday, I think it will get there."

In interviews on the island, it is difficult to find anyone who says they have seen TV Marti, though one Havana resident said she picked up some of the audio portion of Saturday evening's broadcast.

The viewer said the broadcast focused on an interview with Rafael del Pino, the former chief of the Cuban air force who defected to the United States in 1987.

"There was no picture, but I could hear it," said the resident, who spoke on the condition of anonymity. "I was listening closely. I wanted to hear the answers. After a while I lost interest. I got tired. The static was very loud."

In Cojimar, a fishing village just east of Havana along the island's northern coast, some residents acknowledged listening to Radio Marti and would welcome TV Marti--as long as its programming is long on entertainment and short on politics.

Sneaking in the signal

Because of its location, some Cojimar residents can pick up Miami television stations using antennas that are illegal in Cuba. They are avid viewers of "Sabado Gigante," a Spanish-language variety show, and "Laura," a prurient, high-volume talk show.

They would like to see more of the same from TV Marti.

"I won't watch it if they only talk about politics between the two countries," said Francisco Vera, a 36-year-old mechanic. "All Cubans 

Flat-screen TV emits international distress signal

Search and rescue operation leads to apartment

[image: image5.png]


Monday, October 18, 2004 Posted: 7:15 PM EDT (2315 GMT) 
EUGENE, Oregon (Reuters) -- TV hardly gets much better than this.
An Oregon man discovered earlier this month that his year-old Toshiba Corporation flat-screen TV was emitting an international distress signal picked up by a satellite, leading a search and rescue operation to his apartment in Corvallis, Oregon, 70 miles south of Portland.

The signal from Chris van Rossmann's TV was routed by satellite to the Air Force Rescue Center at Langley Air Base in Virginia.

On October 2, the 20 year-old college student was visited at his apartment in the small university town by a contingent of local police, civil air patrol and search and rescue personnel.

"They'd never seen signal come that strong from a home appliance," said van Rossmann. "They were quite surprised. I think we all were."

Authorities had expected to find a boat or small plane with a malfunctioning transponder, the usual culprit in such incidents, emitting the 121.5 MHz frequency of the distress signal used internationally.

Van Rossmann said he was told to keep his TV off to avoid paying a $10,000 fine for "willingly broadcasting a false distress signal."

Toshiba contacted Rossmann and offered to provide him with a replacement set for free, he said. 
For Rebel Mitchell, It's In The Stars

Congress approves Chuck Yeager, Billy Mitchell for promotion to MGen. (AFT eb)

Air Force Times
October 25, 2004 
Pg. 12

By Bruce Rolfsen, 
Times staff writer

It’s better late than never for two of the Air Force’s pioneer pilots.

Chuck Yeager, 81, and Billy Mitchell, who died in 1936, should be promoted to major general, Congress has decided.

The two aviators were approved for promotion as part of the 2005 defense authorization bill passed Oct. 9.

The president must nominate the two men before their promotions take effect.

STANDARD-EXAMINER, Sunday, Oct. 17, 2004
Salute! Perry family tree branches out into military services
By Becky Cairns
Standard-Examiner staff
bcairns@standard.net
LAYTON -- Travis Perry's mother doesn't wear Army boots.

But most of his sisters do -- well, Air Force boots anyway.

So does his brother, an Army captain, and his father, a retired Army colonel.

And so does Travis, a maintenance officer at Hill Air Force Base.

Military service is a tradition in this Layton family, which counts four of five children -- Dad, too -- outfitted in Air Force blue or Army green.

Growing up, the Perry kids -- Nichole, Sheri Kay, Rob, Travis and Lauralee -- were military brats through and through. Home was a place ever on the move as they traveled the world during their father's military career.

Childhood memories of school and play are mixed with events like the United States invasion of Panama or the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Now, as adults, the Perry siblings have chosen military service of their own, taking them to far-off Iraq, Spain or Turkey, or to next-door Colorado.

The two military sisters, Nichole and Lauralee, even married Air Force husbands.

Lauralee, the baby of the family, says she's never forgotten the sound of the national anthem playing every morning and evening on base during her childhood. Or the sight of soldiers marching with their heads held high.

"I'm a real patriotic fiend -- what can I say? It was kind of bred in me," says the former Air Force captain, who left the service in July for the birth of her first child.

Bred in her siblings, too.

Nichole Perry Oliver is also an Air Force captain, deployed this week to the Middle East from her previous post in England.

Robert Perry Jr. has served nearly eight years in the Army and is now stationed at Fort Hood, Texas. Rob completed a one-year tour in Iraq last April.

Travis, a second lieutenant, moved to Hill nearly two years ago, after an assignment in Little Rock, Ark.

The only child not in the military is Sheri Kay Perry, who chose a career in marketing and works for The Learning Channel.

Although she did consider joining the service, "It just wasn't my personality," Sheri Kay says in a phone interview from Silver Spring, Md. "I don't like being told what to do."

Yet she's proud to have all of her siblings in uniform.

"They remind you constantly of things that matter in life," she says.

And, she adds, "If I ever get a chance to brag about them, I will."

Giving back
Having most of their children in military service wasn't something Robert and Linda Perry ever planned or pushed.

Sure, it's not uncommon for a child or two to follow in a parent's or grandparent's service, Robert says.

But, "maybe not 80 percent of them," he quips.

Robert, a native of Logan, and Linda, from Pleasant Grove, both hail from families with multiple members serving stints in the military.

Giving back to your country in some way is a concept ingrained as "part of our public responsibility," says Robert, who joined the Army in 1971, during the latter part of the Vietnam War.

His 31-year career took him to Europe, Korea, Panama (twice) and to various assignments around the United States.

Putting it on the line
The Perrys' goal is all about protecting the United States, says Anita Taylor of Layton, a friend of Linda's, "and their children were brought up the same way."

Robert and Linda and their family epitomize selfless service to the nation and to the communities they have lived in, says Dee Esplin, a retired Army lieutenant colonel.

"You can't help but be inspired by both of them, by that whole family," says Esplin, of Mountain Green.

Esplin met Perry when the latter headed up a military task force to support security operations at the 2002 Winter Olympics. Perry had just retired from the Army and returned to active duty for one year to work on the Olympics.

Although Linda, a schoolteacher, hasn't served in the military, she's been equally engaged by teaching and by supporting her own family and other families, Esplin says.

As the war on terrorism continues, Esplin says, people tend to forget military personnel like the Perry children who "day to day are putting it on the line."

A lasting example
The Perry children say they never felt pressured and chose the military because it interested them.

"It just felt very natural," says Lauralee, in a phone interview from her home in Colorado Springs, Colo. She says her parents believed their children had a clear view of military life -- if they wanted to pursue it, that was fine.

Military service has lots of "warts," she says, such as long work hours and separations from family. In the end, "You take the good with the bad and you move on."

The strongest influence was the example her parents set, says Sheri Kay -- "a good strong example of a lifestyle or a profession that frames you as a person."

The children saw what a military life could offer: travel, adventure, new experiences, making a difference with one's life, she says.

For Lauralee, those years living in other countries left a lasting impression.

"You learn to appreciate everything America has and everything America stands for," she says. "You want to be a part of keeping up that lifestyle."

The travel was one of the best parts of growing up in a military family, Travis says.

He and his siblings were present during historic events other folks only read about or saw on television, such as the ousting of dictator Manuel Noriega in Panama in 1989.

"You were locked on a base and you could hear the explosions when Panama was going down," Travis says. "Not very many people can say that."

He recalls, too, American children being escorted home from school one day by military tanks and a helicopter.

The family was also in Germany when the Berlin Wall came down. One of Travis' memories is seeing people crossing where the wall once stood to hug people on the other side.

And moving around every three years or so definitely forms a bond between siblings, Travis says.

When you're in a brand-new school with no friends, it's, "Hey, how you doing, Sis?" he says.

"I'm a lot tighter with my brothers and sisters than a lot of my friends are with theirs."

News from home 
A military life can make or break a family, says mother Linda.

When her husband went to Korea for 13 months, she stayed behind, seven months pregnant, with a 3 1/2-year-old and a 17-month-old.

The couple's oldest son, Rob, was born during that overseas assignment, although Robert was able to come home for his birth.

Nine months ago, Rob's own baby -- the first for him and wife Angie -- was born while he was fighting in Iraq.

Communication wasn't the best at that point in the war, Rob says, and he learned about Robert S. Perry III's arrival two or three days afterward, via e-mail.

"It was hard ... I imagine it was harder on my wife than me," Rob says in a phone interview from Fort Hood.

But, he adds, "I married an extremely remarkable woman ... She was able to drive on."

The birth of Reagen Michelle in July prompted Lauralee to leave the Air Force for what she calls "selfish" reasons.

"I want to be here for her life," Lauralee says. "She's my No. 1 priority."

Staying close
The Perrys do their best to stay connected, despite being separated by great distances.

"When there is an opportunity (to get together), you take advantage of it," father Robert says. "You do not squander opportunities."

Seeing the children's closeness is a great joy, he says. "They really are good friends and they make lots of time for each other."

The family has rallied recently during Linda's battle with cancer. A melanoma she found on her back 10 years ago moved to her brain, requiring seven surgeries in the past two years.

At news of the cancer's return, Travis, who was stationed in Arkansas, requested and received a humanitarian assignment at Hill.

"For me to be here, it's been a big comfort," he says.

His mother agrees: "He gives me a lot of moral support."

The other children call and write often and show a "sincere and extreme allegiance" to their mother, Sheri Kay says. It's a way to give back to a woman who has always supported her husband's career and encouraged her children to pursue their dreams.

Too many acronyms
When this family gets together, the nonmilitary women -- Linda, Sheri Kay and Angie, Rob's wife -- can easily be outnumbered.

"You start talking Army-Air Force talk at the table and, all of the sudden, the acronyms start flying," Travis says.

As one who doesn't "get it," Sheri Kay says, "It's almost hysterical."

But she had some fun of her own at her father's retirement party a couple of years ago, after her military siblings spoke of their dad's career and patriotism.

"There are many colors in our family," Sheri Kay pointed out in her remarks.

There's Army green; there's Air Force blue.

"And there's black -- the black sheep. That's me," she joked.

Yet her own career in marketing is something her family has always accepted.

"She followed her dream. ... It takes all different kinds of people to make this world go around," Travis says.

No sugarcoating
Worry may set in when a daughter is deployed to the Middle East or when a son goes to Iraq.

Some might think that, with more kids in the service, a family is paying a higher price, but, "I've never had that outlook," Robert says.

Military service is necessary because it keeps our nation free, Linda says. She's proud of her children and knows they are good at what they do.

But, she adds, "I'm a mother and I wish they weren't there. I wish they lived their lives in suits and ties."

"Next door to me," she adds later.

Since his mother is a worrier, Rob says, when he wrote home from Iraq, he didn't try to sugarcoat anything. He knew she would see through that.

"But," he says, "I wouldn't tell her the stuff that probably most mothers don't want to hear."

A greater cause
Lauralee says she trusts her siblings to be as smart and cautious as they can be, and she trusts the military to do all it can to keep the troops safe.

If something bad did happen, she says, "It would kill me."

Yet, she adds, "If you're going to die -- as morbid as it sounds -- why not die for something that's a greater cause?"

Her father echoes that thought. How you spend your life is important, he says. It's good to be able to look back and know "you did something that counted."

As an infantry soldier, Rob's job put him in dangerous positions in Iraq.

"For myself, I've been very fortunate to have had a great life so, if it ended right now, I've had a great life," he says.

He's done everything he can to make sure his wife and son are taken care of financially, as well as emotionally.

"My family would always be there for her," Rob says, "and would be her way of coming back to me."

Common roots
The years since Sept. 11 have seen a deepened appreciation for the military by the public, the Perrys say.

Just look at the yellow ribbons on cars, the "Support our Troops" signs, the warm "thank-yous" offered by strangers to those in uniform.

"People really don't value things until it's cost them something," Robert Perry says.

Military service has kept this family tied to one another, even when scattered across the globe.

A sentiment stitched on a sampler hanging in the Perry's Layton kitchen expresses that family bond well:

Like branches on a tree
we may grow in different directions,
yet our roots remain as one.
Each of our lives
will always be part of the other.
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Lauralee Perry Hitzler, 26
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Nichole Perry Oliver, 33
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Sheri Kay Perry, 31
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Travis Perry, 27
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Robert S. Perry Jr., 30
Sun, Oct 17, 2004
Seeing members of families carry on military tradition quite common 
By Becky Cairns
Standard-Examiner staff
bcairns@standard.net
Military service does seem to run in the family.

Most common is seeing a parent and a child both serve, says Lt. Rob Goza, public affairs officer at Hill Air Force Base.

But a parent and four children, as in the Perry family of Layton? "I would say it's highly unusual," Goza says.

However, he adds, he is not aware of any statistics compiled by the Air Force on the phenomenon.

Seeing generations of families in the military is not unusual, Goza says -- such as a grandfather, father and son.

"I think that pattern is in the DNA of a lot of families," says Gary Younger, a spokesman for the Army's 96th Regional Readiness Command in Salt Lake City.

In the news last year was the story of twin brothers fighting in Baghdad, who were both awarded medals, Younger says.

When one of three Wisconsin sisters serving in the National Guard was killed in 2004, the two remaining sisters decided not to return to their military jobs.

All Air Force members serve in their own right, without regard to what assignments their military siblings may have, says Larry Welch, military personnel flight superintendent at Hill Air Force Base.

If all but one of the siblings should die in service, the sole surviving son or daughter would have the option of not being assigned to combat or hazardous duty areas, Welch says.

The provision also applies if an only child and a parent are both serving and the parent is killed, he says. The son or daughter could claim sole surviving status so that the remaining parent would not be at risk of losing both a spouse and a child.
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School counselor Chris Bertoldi helps a student find a seat Wednesday in the Panther Den at Hill Field Elementary School. The area is a place where students can choose to visit during lunch to compare notes about parents’ deployment overseas. 

School lair offers solace

Panther Den offers gives students a place to send e-mail overseas to parents

By Tanna Barry
Standard-Examiner Davis Bureau
tbarry@standard.net
CLEARFIELD -- Michael Clark doesn't listen to the chattering voices around him as he stares intently at the computer screen, slowly typing a message to his father who is stationed in Uzbekistan.

He tells his father, who left in early September, all about his last soccer game and even mentions that he expects he'll experience his first snowfall in Utah soon.

Clark, 8, is only one of many who flock to the "Panther's Den," a classroom converted into a lunchtime hangout three days a week where children eat lunch, talk and even write letters to friends and family, some in the military who are stationed overseas.

A world map is secured to cork board and is marked with 44 pins to show all the places where students' parents are right now. Not all students choose to put up a pin, but most of the 600 students at Hill Field Elementary have at least one parent in the military.

That's why school counselor Chris Bertoldi decided to open the "Panther's Den" about two weeks ago. Most of the lunch hour it is so crammed with students that they are sitting on the floor and even standing up to eat their lunches.

"It's a place to come and have something in common with someone else," he said. "Many times kids don't realize they have people who are in the same situation."

Though the children talk about regular things like what they are eating for lunch, he says they also talk about where their parents are deployed and where they have lived. Bertoldi even moved his own office computer to the den so the children could e-mail people that their parents have approved.

Amy Munnell, a Layton resident whose 8-year-old daughter Hayley attends the school, said the den is a great place for children to go. Her husband, Steve, is leaving in January for Qatar and she likes the idea that Hayley will be able to e-mail him and even receive mail at the school.

"It's hard on them," she said. "They miss their dad. It makes it easier to be able to communicate with them, though."

Hayley says right now she is just getting used to hanging out at lunch in the den, but plans to use it to e-mail her dad later on.

Other students there are already engaged in e-mailing and writing letters to people.

While many students, mostly first- and second-graders, crowded into the room eating lunch, 6-year-old Logan Brown sat behind a partition.

He leaned over a long wooden table clutching a bright yellow pencil, his face only inches from the table as he drew a picture showing him and his grandmother standing by a tree as a jet flew overhead. Brown plans to send the letter to his grandma in Salt Lake City.

"I like to eat here so I can meet other kids and write letters," he said.

Bertoldi thinks the den is a place that provides a much-needed gathering place for students and he hopes interest will continue to grow.


