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This white paper explains how the Control Number Suffix is applied and used in the current IMACS system.

The Control Number Suffix is a three (3) character field which consists of the following:

· Position 1:  The Fiscal Year of the DMISA to which the workload is relevant;

· Position 2:  The Period to which the workload is relevant, i.e., A  – L (Exhibit I - Major Items) or 1 – 4 (Exhibit II - Minor Items).  Major items adhere to a Monthly Schedule beginning in October (A) and ending in September (L).  Minor items adhere to a Quarterly schedule i.e., October through December (First Quarter), January through March (Second Quarter), etc.;

· Position 3:  The Principal Ownership Code indicating which service owns the asset.

When the Control Number is coupled with the suffix, the two fields comprise the Job Order Number (JON). (Army sometimes refers to this as their Project Control Number - PCN )

The Suffix plays a very important role in the functional areas of Exhibit, Funding, and Production.  After assets are negotiated, funding is obligated so dollars do not exceed the cost of established Major/Minor requirements.  Once the funding is available, production data can be posted to a line item’s month or quarter as specified by the suffix.   The function of a Control Number Suffix is highly integrated in every aspect of a DMISA from negotiating, to funding and then to executing it.

During negotiation of a DMISA, or some time before production begins, it is vital that Control Numbers are established for each line item. If a control number and it’s suffix are not identified in IMACS, processing of that production information will not be completed. When a user creates a Control Number for a Major line item, IMACS will automatically create twelve (12) distinct suffices unless manual creation is specified.  Conversely, IMACS will automatically create four (4) distinct suffices when a user creates a Control number for a Minor line item unless manual creation is desired. 

The control number suffix is used to determine which correct Line Item asset to post with production information.  After ensuring the information of the production record is valid and correctly formatted, the suffix of a control number immediately indicates whether an asset is major or minor and, as a result, ascertains the search for the correct requirements.  These requirements are compared to the reported Maintenance Produced and/or Inducted Assets to warrant the reported quantities do not exceed negotiated requirements per monthly or quarterly period.

The IMACS system design is based on the concept that production status is provided against requirements that are funded for a given period.  This is one of the fundamental rules on which maintenance data is posted in the IMACS database and printed on the Monthly Production (Exhibit X-B) report. Implementation of the funding business rule requires acceptances by the Agent.  On an incoming IMACS interface record, the second position of the suffix indicates the associated monthly or quarterly period.  IMACS then compares the period identified on the interface record suffix to the applied funding for that period’s funded requirements.

For a given line item, processing of production data terminates and the interface record remains on the mismatch file if:

· there are no requirements found for the Inducted/Produced quantities

· quantities exceed requirements entered for the monthly/quarterly period

· the requirements are not funded for the period designated in the suffix.

The Control Number Suffix is far reaching into IMACS and is highly integrated into the IMACS system from nightly processing to GUI windows to reports.  As designed, IMACS Control Number Suffix use is crucial to tracking and monitoring requirements through a DMISA’s lifecycle.

