Disqualified Airman Q & A

What is a disqualified airman?

Members are disqualified from their current AFSC for many reasons.  If you are disqualified ‘not for cause’, which is for reasons beyond your control (ie: medical), you have a good chance at being retraining into an AFSC that is more suitable for your situation.  However, if you are disqualified ‘for cause’, which is for reasons within your control (ie: loss of security clearance due to member action), your situation may warrant separation from the military or retraining into an AFSC that is more compatible with your situation.  Because the Disqualified Airman program differs from member to member and the steps and requirements can differ based on each member’s situation, a retraining counselor can assist you and your unit in the appropriate course of action necessary for your specific situation.

I have been told by my supervision that I may have to retrain out of my current AFSC, what do I do?

Some of the factors that may require you to retrain out of your current AFSC could be:  medical reasons (allergies, permanent duty restrictions based on continuing medical limitations/restrictions), loss of security clearance, failure to progress, two-time CDC failure, etc.  Contacting a retraining counselor is the first step to determine the course of action.  Our section will work closely with your unit to determine if you are actually required to retrain into another AFSC and will allow us to take any necessary action regarding your retraining opportunities.  Because each member’s situation is different, there are many factors that have to be taken into consideration and procedures that have to be followed before you can apply for retraining as a disqualified airman

I am pending a MEB/PEB for a medical condition, what can I do?

Once you have received the results of your MEB/PEB, please contact a retraining counselor.  Depending on your MEB/PEB results and recommendation made regarding your continued service by the MEB/PEB and your PCM (Primary Care Manager), you may be eligible to retrain into another AFSC that will not affect your medical condition or limitations/restrictions.

I am being disqualified from my AFSC and I am interested in separating rather than continuing service in the Air Force, what are my options?

A retraining counselor and a separation counselor can assist you and your unit with your separation options IAW AFI 36-2626 and AFI 36-3208.  Depending on the reason you are being disqualified will determine what steps are taken regarding your option of separation from the Air Force.

How do I get started if I do qualify for retraining?

A retraining counselor can give you a list of AFSCs that you can qualify for.  However, researching the AFSCs that you are interested is important.  If you know which AFSCs you are interested in based on the list you are given by your retraining counselor, we can assist you better.  Our office encourages members to speak to members that currently work in the AFSCs you are interested in, read the job descriptions in AFMAN 36-2108, Enlisted Classifications, and speak with a Career Advisor on base to ensure that they are making an educated choice.  When you have your initial appointment with us, we’ll go over requirements and get you started.  Because you are disqualified, the Air Force requires you to retrain within a short period of time so you can return to a productive status in a new AFSC.

What is the approval/disapproval process?

Once you’ve met the requirements and turned in all necessary paperwork, we’ll fill out your Retraining Application.  After you return your application to us with your Commander’s approval, we’ll sign it and forward to the MAJCOM, it will be reviewed, then forwarded for Functional Manager approval (if required), then sent to AFPC.  Once it’s at AFPC, your retraining package will be reviewed for final approval/disapproval.     

How long will it take to find out if I am approved/disapproved?

This depends, each disqualified retraining package is different.  Typically, you will receive an answer (approval/disapproval) in approximately 1-2 months.  Our section will receive a RIP when AFPC enters a decision, then we will contact you via email within 3 days.  You can also track your package’s status in VMPF once it has been submitted to AFPC by your MAJCOM.

When will I find out if I have an assignment after I am approved?

Assignments can depend on your retraining AFSC, length of formal training, your assignment preferences, manning levels for your retraining AFSC Air Force wide and the needs of the Air Force.  Some members receive their assignments prior to attending formal training (tech school), while attending formal training, when you return back from formal training, or you may continue to be assigned at your current duty station. 
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