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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC

3 April 2002
MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM: HQ USAF/ILEH
1260 Air Force Pentagon
Washington DC 20330-1260

SUBJECT: Expanded Policy Letter—USA - Educational Leave of Absence Program (ELAP)
Military Family Housing (MFE ) Retention

ELAP is a new Air Force program, mirroring U.S. Code Title 10 education programs, and
as such Section 708 applies. This section prohibits members enrolled in the program from
receiving basic allowance for housing (BAH). Also, DoD 4165.63-M, DoD Housing
Management, Chapter 6, paragraph A5a and OMB Circular A-45 specifically require that a
housing allowance be included in the overall training program cost; otherwise, the service
member must pay rental charges while living in government housing. Since ELAP does not
provide a housing allowance, the following guidance applies:

a. Military members enrolled in the UUSAF Education Leave of Absence Program may
retain Housing (MFH and dormitories) while enrolled in the ELAP program on a space available
basis, but must pay a rental charge. To the extent possible, installation commanders should not
displace ELAP enrollees from MFH or dormitories except to house key and essential personnel.
This means the member may remain in MFH or a dormitory room if the installation commander
or housing authority determines that space permits. Retention may be permissible although there
1s a waiting list for the type and bedroom cat:zgory of the house or dormitory room occupied by
the ELAP enrollee.

b. MFH rental payment 1s equal to BAH at the member’s current grade. Dormitory
rental rates are computed differently as they .1ve in 180 or less square feet versus a MFH unit.
To compute dormitory rental rates, prorate s¢uare footage of the dorm room against square
footages for a local base military family housing unit to which the enrollee would be entitled 1f
permitted to live in family housing. (EXAMPLE: E2 lives in a 180 sq ft dorm room, but would
be permitted to live in a 1,000 sq ft, two-BR MFH unit at Base X. Divide BAH $700 by 1,000 sf
= $0.70 per sq ft. Multiply dorm room 180 sf times $0.70 = $126 per month rental rate.

c. Rental payments begin with the date the ELAP contract is signed, but no retroactive
rental payments are required from members already enrolled. Also, because Bootstrap Program
enrollees are grandfathered into the new program and retain all pay and allowances (including
BAH), rental payments are not required. Rental payments begin as of the date of this policy
letter for current enrollees. ELAP members may apply for waiver to rental payments on same
basis as other hardship cases.
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[image: image2.png]d. The housing office computes the rental rate, prepares and sends the paperwork to
finance. The military member is responsible for arranging rental payments with the local finance
office.

This is an AF/ILEH, AF/DPDE, and AF/JAG coordinated memorandum. My POC for
this issue is Mr. Jerry Berry, DSN 664-4446"; the POC for AF/DPDE 1s Ms Marylee Baker, 703-
695-7586.
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Chief, Housing Division
DCS/Installations & Logistics

cc: AF/DPDE
AF/JAG
AF/CCC
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