AIR FORCE EDUCATIONAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE (AFELA) PROGRAM

The Air Force Bootstrap Program outlined in AFI 36-2306, paragraph 10, is replaced by the Air Force Educational Leave of Absence Program Policy (NR2002-07), dated 22 February 2002

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS (See Education Office for more in-depth information)

· Member has completed as much as possible of a program through the off-duty education program (courses may be allowed that are not normally available through off-duty educational programs specifically required in the major or minor fields of study or short resident seminars)

· Evident that completion of the program is not possible during current assignment or with an educational deferment

· Necessary to accelerate academic requirements for application to an AFIT degree or AF commissioning program

· Carry at least the minimum number of hours required for full-time study as established by the educational institution

· The length of the AFELA program may not exceed 2 calendar years, including term breaks

· AF appropriated funds (TA) may NOT be used to pay for tuition, fees, books, or other supplies in connection with AFELA.  Member may use the GI Bill or other scholarships, loans and grants if eligible

MEMBER ON AFELA RECEIVES BASIC PAY ONLY

· Member is NOT eligible to receive BAH, BAS or any other pay and allowance to which he/she would otherwise be entitled during the period

· Member living in military housing will pay a rental charge, therefore, must coordinate with the local base housing office

MEMBER INCURS TWO MONTHS OF ADDITIONAL OBLIGATED SERVICE FOR EACH MONTH OF THE LEAVE OF ABSENCE

· ENLISTED must have completed at least one term of enlistment, have reenlisted and have sufficient retainability

· OFFICERS must have completed initial period of obligated service on active duty

DOCUMENTS NEEDED TO APPLY

· Letter from the college or university listing member’s academic plan to include term dates, minimum residency requirements, courses needed to complete degree and date of degree completion

· AF Form 204, Educational Leave of Absence Request, 

· AF Form 988, Leave Request/Authorization, (checking “other” in block 8 and indicating “Air Force Leave of Absence, DFAS Code “1” in the remarks section of block 8)

The Education Services Officer manages the AFELA program and makes an academic evaluation of each application

Final approval authority resides with the appropriate command authority (Squadron commander, etc)

CHECK WITH THE EDUCATION OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES

