Subject: Air Force Sergeants Association -- On the Scene Report for Enlisted Leaders - September 24, 2002

The "AFSA On the Scene Report" is distributed to top enlisted leaders by the Air Force Sergeants Association as a means of keeping the enlisted force informed on information affecting their profession and lives.  This information is meant to supplement information provided in SERGEANTS magazine.  Command Chief Master Sergeant recipients of this electronic product are asked to provide this "AFSA On the Scene Report" to each of the First Sergeants, Chiefs, and other enlisted leaders assigned to your location.  Air Guard State Command Chiefs are asked to pass the information down to wing CCMs.  All recipients of "On the Scene" are encouraged to further disseminate its information to Air Force leaders and fellow enlisted members.  Direct any questions concerning "On the Scene" information to the Military and Government Relations Directorate via staff@afsahq.org or by calling 301.899.3500 or 800.638.0594.

* * * * * * *

1.  GRASSROOTS EFFORTS DETAILED:  In the August 29, 2002, AFSA "On the Scene Report," we detailed three grassroots campaigns being waged on behalf of those who are serving: (1) Lowering the earliest Guard and Reserve retirement age from 60 to 55; (2) Repeal/Reform of the Uniformed Services Former Spouse Protection Act; and (3) Providing a Montgomery G.I. Bill enrollment opportunity for those who turned down the Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP).  Many of you have asked if your senators or

district representative are supporters of these efforts.  
First, to

determine your representative in the U.S. House of Representatives and your two U.S. senators, go to the following internet addresses:


For the House and Senate:  http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/ziptoit.html


Alternative for the House: http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW_by_State.htm


Alternative for the Senate: http://www.senate.gov/senators/senator_by_state.cfm


If your senators or representative are not listed below as supporters of the campaign(s) you support, and you want to see the effort(s) succeed, contact them immediately.  Contact their local, in-state, and Washington, D.C., offices now and tell them that if they want your vote and/or support,

you expect theirs.  Tell them:   "I am a voter, and I want you to co-sponsor

________ introduced by _____________."   Tell them the issue is important to

you and you need to know their intentions when making your voting decisions

for this fall.   Also, inform your colleagues and family members and ask

them to send a similar message.  The following paragraphs list current supporters of these efforts and how to contact your elected officials to ask for their support.


A.  LOWERING THE GUARD/RESERVE RETIREMENT AGE.  As your know, AFSA has led the grassroots effort on this issue.  With the active participation of hundreds of Air Guardsmen and Reservists, a clear message has been sent to Congress that now is the time for equity by lowering the earliest retirement age from 60 to 55.  Of the 435 members of the House of Representatives, 150 are  now on record as supporters of H.R. 3831, by Rep. Jim Saxton, R-NJ.  Of the 100 United States senators, the supporters for the Senate companion bill, S. 2250, by Sen. Jon Corzine, D-NJ, now number 11.


  As AFSA supporters know, the ultimate goal is full retirement annuity as soon as retirement criteria is satisfied -- in effect, elimination of the "gray area."  However, we must first achieve the more-attainable age-55 goal on the basis of equity.  Then, with your help, we will move on toward the ultimate objective.


Although AFSA has been working this issue for a few years, the rapidly growing support of age-55 retirement for Guardsmen and Reservists is rather incredible considering the current, intensive grassroots campaign only began in early March of this year.  That portends well for full victory on this attainable goal.  Already it has forced other, related bills to be introduced.  And, recognizing the "traction" of the effort, in order to slow down progress and avoid increased retirement outlays as long as possible, DoD and several others are calling for yet further study on the issue before such a change is made.


Government claims that the initiative is cost-prohibitive (equity aside), assume (1) immediate retirement of those between the ages of 55 and 60, and

(2) immediate, maximum use of the military health care system by all who become eligible to retire at age 55.  It is notable that only one-third of DoD and CBO cost estimates are for increases in retirement dollar outlays. Two-thirds of the estimated cost is due to assumed maximum health care costs.  However, a September 2002 GAO report (GAO-02-829) shows that over 80 percent of Guardsmen and Reservists already have employer-provided health care insurance.  It is very unlikely that these members will either immediately quit their civilian jobs or forgo their employer-provided health care insurance.  In fact, their employer-funding health care would become first payer before TRICARE; thereby greatly reducing actual government health care costs for these individuals.


Also, it is important to realize that claims that the effort would lower the retirement calculation formula or cause a reduction in weekend drill points are MISINFORMATION.  Neither H.R. 3831 nor S. 2250 have any provisions to do this.  Both bills would simply change the earliest retirement age, although DoD itself is already studying restructuring reserve compensation/retirement including possible alternative formulas for weekend drill points.


Clearly, all of this year's progress, legislation, and debate has resulted from the efforts of those citizen-soldiers who have followed AFSA's lead in exercising their franchise as citizens and (very properly) have told their senators and representatives how to vote on the issue.  Remember, these officials are hired by and work for you. As such, you have an obligation to instruct your senators and representatives on which issues you expect them to support .  As we have long maintained, simply voicing support of this or more comprehensive, less-attainable legislation is not enough.  Action is needed now!  The following (in alphabetical order) are your district representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senators that have stepped forward and put their names on the record as SUPPORTING retirement equity by lowering the earliest Guard and Reserve retirement age from 60 to 55:


MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON RECORD AS SUPPORTERS OF H.R. 3831 as of September 24, 2002:  Rep Acevedo-Vila, Anibal; Rep Andrews, Robert E.; Rep Baca, Joe; Rep Baldacci, John Elias; Rep Baldwin, Tammy; Rep Barcia, James A.; Rep Barr, Bob; Rep Bilirakis, Michael; Rep Blagojevich, Rod R.; Rep Boehlert, Sherwood L.; Rep Bonior, David E.; Rep Boozman, John; Rep Borski, Robert A.; Rep Boucher, Rick; Rep Boyd, Allen; Rep Brady, Robert; Rep Brown, Corrine; Rep Brown, Sherrod; Rep Bryant, Ed; Rep Calvert, Ken; Rep Capito, Shelley Moore; Rep Capps, Lois; Rep Capuano, Michael E.; Rep Carson, Brad; Rep Carson, Julia; Rep Clement, Bob; Rep Cooksey, John; Rep Costello, Jerry F.; Rep Cramer, Robert E. (Bud) Jr.; Rep Crenshaw, Ander; Rep Cummings, Elijah E.; Rep Davis, Jo Ann; Rep Davis, Tom; Rep DeFazio, Peter A.; Rep DeLauro, Rosa L.; Rep DeMint, Jim; Rep Dingell, John D.; Rep Doyle, Michael F.; Rep Edwards, Chet; Rep English, Phil; Rep Etheridge, Bob; Rep Faleomavaega, Eni F. H.; Rep Ferguson, Mike; Rep Filner, Bob; Rep Fletcher, Ernest L.; Rep Ford, Harold, Jr.; Rep Frank, Barney; Rep Frelinghuysen, Rodney P.; Rep Frost, Martin; Rep Gekas, George W.; Rep Gibbons, Jim; Rep Gilman, Benjamin A.; Rep Gonzalez, Charles A.; Rep Goode, Virgil H., Jr.; Rep Goodlatte, Bob; Rep Gordon, Bart; Rep Greenwood, James C.; Rep Hall, Ralph M.; Rep Hall, Tony P.; Rep Hastings, Alcee L.; Rep Hayes, Robin; Rep Hefley, Joel; Rep Hilleary, Van; Rep Hilliard, Earl F.; Rep Hinchey, Maurice D.; Rep Hoeffel, Joseph M.; Rep Hoekstra, Peter; Rep Holden, Tim; Rep Holt, Rush D.; Rep Hooley, Darlene; Rep Hostettler, John N.; Rep Isakson, Johnny; Rep Israel, Steve; Rep Jenkins, William L.; Rep John, Christopher; Rep Jones, Walter B., Jr.; Rep Kennedy, Patrick J.; Rep Kildee, Dale E.; Rep Kind, Ron; Rep King, Peter T.; Rep LaHood, Ray; Rep Lampson, Nick; Rep Langevin, James R.; Rep Larsen, Rick; Rep Latham, Tom; Rep LaTourette, Steve C.; Rep Lee, Barbara; Rep Lewis, Ron; Rep LoBiondo, Frank A.; Rep Manzullo, Donald A.; Rep McCarthy, Carolyn; Rep McGovern, James P.; Rep McKinney, Cynthia A.; Rep McNulty, Michael R.; Rep Menendez, Robert; Rep Mica, John L.; Rep Miller, Jeff; Rep Moore, Dennis; Rep Moran, James P.; Rep Morella, Constance A.; Rep Myrick, Sue; Rep Napolitano, Grace F.; Rep Olver, John W.; Rep Ose, Doug; Rep Owens, Major R.; Rep Pallone, Frank, Jr.; Rep Pascrell, Bill, Jr.; Rep Pastor, Ed; Rep Paul, Ron; Rep Payne, Donald M.; Rep Peterson, Collin C.; Rep Phelps, David D.; Rep Pickering, Charles (Chip); Rep Platts, Todd Russell; Rep Pryce, Deborah; Rep Rivers, Lynn N.; Rep Rodriguez, Ciro; Rep Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana; Rep Ross, Mike; Rep Rothman, Steve R.; Rep Roukema, Marge; Rep Sanders, Bernard; Rep Sandlin, Max; Rep Saxton, Jim; Rep Schaffer, Bob; Rep Shows, Ronnie; Rep Simmons, Rob; Rep Simpson, Michael K.; Rep Smith, Adam; Rep Smith, Christopher H.; Rep Souder, Mark E.; Rep Stenholm, Charles W.; Rep Stupak, Bart; Rep Tancredo, Thomas G.; Rep Terry, Lee; Rep Thompson, Mike; Rep Thurman, Karen L.; Rep Traficant, James A., Jr.; Rep Turner, Jim; Rep Udall, Mark; Rep Udall, Tom; Rep Underwood, Robert A.; Rep Upton, Fred; Rep Vitter, David; Rep Walden, Greg; Rep Wexler, Robert; Rep Wilson, Joe; Rep Wolf, Frank R.; Rep Woolsey, Lynn C.; Rep Young, Don.


MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE ON RECORD AS SUPPORTERS OF S. 2250 as of September 24, 2002:  Sen Boxer, Barbara; Sen Cochran, Thad; Sen Corzine, Jon; Sen Dayton, Mark; Sen Johnson, Tim; Sen Leahy, Patrick J.; Sen Lincoln, Blanche; Sen Nelson, E. Benjamin; Sen Snowe, Olympia J.; Sen Stabenow, Debbie; Sen Torricelli, Robert G.


B.  REPEAL/REFORM OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES FORMER SPOUSES' PROTECTION ACT. As we explained earlier, if a military member serves a full career until retirement, anyone ever married to that military member (for ANY period of

time) can legally own part of that military member's retired pay - for the rest of the military retiree's natural life.  This is as a result of The Uniformed Services Former Spouses' Protection Act (USFSPA), Public Law 97-252 (Title 10 USC 1408).  AFSA wants to repeal this law which unnecessarily and unfairly targets military members.  AFSA maintains that the laws that apply to all other citizens should apply to military members, and that each case should be treated as unique.  While full repeal of the law may not be attainable in the near term, one bill has been introduced that would be an important first step.  This is H.R. 1983, the Uniformed Service Former Spouses Equity Act of 2001, by Rep. Cass Ballenger, R-NC. H.R. 1983 would (1) terminate a former spouse's claim to military retired pay if the former spouse remarries, (2) mandate that any "award" to the former spouse should be based on the military pay at the time of divorce, not years later when the military member retires, (3) put a two-year statute of limitations after which a spouse could not come after the military member's retired pay, and (4) put service-connected disability pay off-limits to claims of the former spouse.  There is no Senate companion bill yet.  H.R. 1983, however, currently has 73 co-sponsors in the House of Representatives.  To move the question, we will need more congressional

support.   The following members of the House have put themselves on record

as supporting fairness for military members/retirees:


ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAVE PUT THEMSELVES ON RECORD IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 1983 are:  Rep Abercrombie, Neil; Rep Bartlett, Roscoe G.; Rep Blunt, Roy; Rep Boucher, Rick; Rep Brown, Henry E., Jr.; Rep Bryant, Ed; Rep Calvert, Ken; Rep Cannon, Chris; Rep Cantor, Eric; Rep Carson, Brad; Rep Christensen, Donna M.; Rep Condit, Gary A.; Rep Davis, Jim; Rep Davis, Tom; Rep Doolittle, John T.; Rep Duncan, John J., Jr.; Rep Ehrlich, Robert L., Jr.; Rep English, Phil; Rep Foley, Mark; Rep Fossella, Vito; Rep Frost, Martin; Rep Gekas, George W.; Rep Goode, Virgil H., Jr.; Rep Hansen, James V.; Rep Hayworth, J. D.; Rep Inslee, Jay; Rep Israel, Steve; Rep Istook, Ernest J., Jr.; Rep Johnson, Sam; Rep King, Peter T.; Rep LaHood, Ray; Rep Larsen, Rick; Rep Maloney, James H.; Rep Mascara, Frank; Rep McCarthy, Carolyn; Rep McGovern, James P.; Rep McKeon, Howard P. (Buck); Rep Meeks, Gregory W.; Rep Mica, John L.; Rep Miller, Gary G.; Rep Myrick, Sue; Rep Northup, Anne; Rep Norwood, Charlie; Rep Ortiz, Solomon P.; Rep Osborne, Tom; Rep Paul, Ron; Rep Peterson, Collin C.; Rep Pickering, Charles (Chip); Rep Platts, Todd Russell; Rep Radanovich, George P.; Rep Rahall, Nick J., II; Rep Rehberg, Dennis R.; Rep Saxton, Jim; Rep Schaffer, Bob; Rep Sessions, Pete; Rep Shays, Christopher;  Rep Shows, Ronnie; Rep Simpson, Michael K.; Rep Skeen, Joe; Rep Souder, Mark E.; Rep Spence, Floyd (now deceased); Rep Stearns, Cliff; Rep Stump, Bob; Rep Sununu, John E.; Rep Taylor, Gene; Rep Tiahrt, Todd; Rep Traficant, James A., Jr.; Rep Upton, Fred; Rep Vitter, David; Rep Wamp, Zach; Rep Waters, Maxine; Rep Wilson, Heather; Rep Wilson, Joe - 2/13/2002.


C.  A MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL (MGIB) ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITY FOR THOSE WHO TURNED DOWN ENROLLMENT IN THE VETERANS EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (VEAP).  As explained in August, there are over 116,000 currently serving military members who originally turned down the VEAP program.  There are 39,464 in the Air Force alone.  H.R. 2020, sponsored by Rep. Walter B. Jones, R-NC, would give these VEAP-Era members an opportunity to enroll in the Montgomery G.I. Bill.  This bill has 18 House sponsors at this time, an increase of two since last report; but you can change increase this number by telling your representatives to co-sponsor this legislation.  Although there is not yet a Senate companion bill, to move the issue, a strong grassroots effort will be required.  AGAIN, MAKE IT A VOTING ISSUE.  Below are the members of the House of Representatives who are on record as recognizing that it is time that those who turned down the relatively poor, inadequately briefed VEAP program many years ago deserve a chance today to enroll in the Montgomery G.I. Bill:


ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAVE PUT THEMSELVES ON RECORD IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2020:  Rep Bartlett, Roscoe G.; Rep Bishop, Sanford D. Jr.; Rep Brown, Corrine; Rep Chambliss, Saxby; Rep Filner, Bob; Rep Foley, Mark; Rep Hansen, James V.; Rep Hefley, Joel; Rep Jones, Stephanie Tubbs; Rep Jones, Walter B.; Rep McGovern, James P.; Rep Miller, Jeff; Rep Pickering, Charles (Chip); Rep Saxton, Jim; Rep Schrock, Edward L.; Rep Stenholm, Charles W.; Rep Underwood, Robert A.; Rep Wilson, Joe.

2.  AFSA CONVENTION 2003.  Another reminder to mark your calendars and begin your planning for next year's AFSA Convention.  It will be in Las Vegas, Nevada, with major arrivals on Sunday, August 17, and the culminating Air Force Honors Banquet on Thursday, August 21.  Major departures will be on Friday, August 22.  We will provide more specific details in the coming months.

3.  VOTE IN NOVEMBER.  AFSA urges all military members to register to vote, and to vote for those who you believe will best support your quality-of-life.  It is important that military members fully exercise their rights of voting and of communicating with those they elect.  Please urge your subordinates to become part of the process of running this great nation.

4.  If you have questions about this update, contact AFSA's Military and Government Relations Directorate at 1-800-638-0594.  As a side note, now would be a good time to join AFSA or to extend your membership, since a moderate membership dues increase (effective January 1, 2002) was approved at the 2002 AFSA Convention last month.  As always, we thank each of you for your support and the work you do for this great nation.

***************

JAMES D. STATON

Executive Director

Air Force Sergeants Association
