TUESDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2002:

On Thursday, October 3, the Senate voted unanimously to pass H.R. 5063, the Armed Forces Tax Fairness Act. This bill will provide several tax breaks for members serving in the Armed Forces such as allowing Guard and Reserve members to deduct their service-related expenses, full exclusion from taxes of the $6,000 in death benefits paid to military survivors, and modification of the capital gains tax rules for home sales by active duty service members. The Senate version includes additional benefits not previously agreed to by the House. These differences will have to be reconciled in a joint House-Senate conference which will be scheduled at a later date. Meanwhile, as we await the release of the conference report on the Defense Authorization Bill, administration officials continue their "full court press" in trying to sway Congress away from supporting the issue of concurrent receipt. A barrage of misinformation, some coming through official government media sources, has understandably upset a lot of veterans. Many of the articles state that the White House is threatening to veto any legislation containing authorization and funding of concurrent receipt. Congressional supporters have vowed to override the veto. This unprecedented, and extremely aggressive effort by the DoD and other administration officials against concurrent receipt must be countered and now requires immediate action by all AFSA members.

CALL TO ACTION: All AFSA members, family members and others need to contact their elected officials in Congress and the White House now. Make it clear that concurrent receipt language must be included in the final version of the FY 2003 Defense Authorization Act. You can contact the President by calling the White House comment line at (202) 456-1111. Call AFSA if you require contact information on your other elected officials.

THE NEXT CAPITOL HILL UPDATE WILL BE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2002.
