FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2002:

As the release of the conference report on the Defense Authorization Bill appears imminent, administration officials have engaged in a last ditch effort to dissuade congressional leaders from including concurrent receipt in the final bill. In a memo to the Chairmen of the Armed Services Committees dated September 24, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld stated that "concurrent receipt would divert critical resources away from the war on terrorism, the transformation of our military capabilities, and important personnel programs such as pay raises and facility improvements." Mr Rumsfeld went on to reiterate the June 19, veto threat. On September 25, the American Forces Press Service (DoD) released a report stated that paying a military retiree disability compensation and retired pay concurrently represents "double dipping," two paychecks for the same period of service. Charles Abell, Assistant Defense Secretary for Force Management Policy, echoing similar comments stated, "In our view, this is not good government." AFSA notes that these reports were misleading and, to a great extent, inaccurate. Congress provided specific funding for concurrent receipt. Therefore, operations, personnel, and construction budgets would not be directly affected if concurrent receipt is authorized. AFSA sources indicate that the conference report will be released next week. In the meantime, the aggressive misinformation effort and veto threats are expected to continue, and we recommend you call your elected officials to restate your opinion.

THE NEXT CAPITOL HILL UPDATE WILL BE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 01, 2002.
