TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2002:

Congress remains in recess with no legislative business scheduled. Prior to their departure, Congress passed and sent to the President H.R. 5010, the FY 2003 DoD Appropriations Act, and H.R. 5011, the FY 2003 DoD Military Construction Appropriations Act. Both bills remain on the President's desk awaiting his signature. On another matter, current estimates indicate that nearly 300,000 veterans are still waiting to gain access to the VA healthcare system. Two bills were recently introduced in an effort to guarantee veterans continued access to VA healthcare and eliminate the annual Veterans Administration appropriations battle. H.R. 5250 and the Senate companion bill, S. 2903, would guarantee funding for the VA health care system by tying funding levels to medical inflation and the number of veterans using the system each year. The intent of this legislation is to provide all veterans timely access to the full range of health care services. The two bills have been referred to the House Subcommittee on Health for further review and are not anticipated to pass in the current Congress. There are no new updates on the status of the Defense Authorization Bill or the issue of concurrent receipt.

CALL TO ACTION: Most congressional representatives are in their district offices working on election campaigns. In addition to calling and writing these officials, visit district offices and attend town meetings or other campaign forums to make your wishes known.
