TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2002:

Congressional staff members informed AFSA that attempts to address a

Medicare Part B penalty waiver will continue. Current efforts include

writing a waiver provision into one of the Senate health care bills. Earlier this year, the House passed H.R. 4954, a bill which contains a waiver provision. Those affected should continue to contact your senators and ask their support for a Medicare Part B waiver. Meanwhile, the joint House-Senate conference on the FY 2003 Defense Authorization bill continues, but no further meetings are scheduled at this time. A written conference report will also need to be prepared prior to bringing the results before the full House and Senate and sending it to the President. Several members have contacted AFSA Headquarters with inquiries on the congressional calender. The current session is scheduled to end October 4, but will most likely be extended to at least October 11. On September 25, Congress is scheduled to consider continuing resolutions to extend current funding on the 13 appropriations bills. This is a clear indication they do not

anticipate completing legislative business prior to the November 5

elections, and a lame duck session of Congress is likely.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2002:

Your AFSA lobbyists were on Capitol Hill in full force this week and met one-on-one with several congressional leaders and White House staff members. Chief among our discussions was the issue of concurrent receipt in the on-going joint House-Senate conference on the FY 2003 Defense Authorization Bill. Support within Congress continues to remain strong for this initiative despite an Administration veto threat. Several other discussion issues included lowering the age for Guard and Reserve retirement, Survivor Benefit Plan reform, a Medicare Part B penalty waiver, Montgomery GI Bill reform, and health care issues. Indications point to the possibility that the conference report on the Defense Authorization Bill may be brought to the House and Senate floors by the end of next week. AFSA continues to monitor congressional action closely and will report results to you as soon as they become available.

