FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2002:

Officials announced today that next year’s cost of living adjustment for military retirees, Social Security recipients, and other federal annuitants will be 1.4 percent, payable starting January 1, 2003. Meanwhile, the House has adjourned without acting on the Defense Authorization Bill, primarily to avoid a veto showdown with the Administration over the concurrent receipt issue prior to the November elections. Numerous members of both parties in Congress, who almost unanimously approve the passage of concurrent receipt, decried this delaying move on the part of the Speaker of the House. Many claim that this action was clearly taken to avoid the specter of Congress overwhelmingly overriding a presidential veto. As a result, Congress is in recess until mid-November. Although Congress could be called back to Washington if key legislation becomes ready for further action, this is unlikely. Also, the House Appropriations Committee included language in H.R. 5605, the FY 2003 VA/HUD Appropriations Bill that would further undermine the concurrent receipt effort. Its language would block current and future military retirees from filing new VA disability claims if the ban on concurrent receipt is lifted. AFSA is vigorously working with House and Senate leaders to get this potentially damaging provision removed from the bill.

CALL TO ACTION: The battle for concurrent receipt is not dead by any means, and it is imperative to express your feelings repeatedly to your elected officials in Congress and the White House. Remember, while they are home working to be reelected, call, visit, and attend the local meeting of these officials. Urge them to pressure the House and Senate leadership to pass this important legislation. Also, contact the President by calling the White House comment line at (202) 456-1111. Have coworkers, family, and friends make similar calls of support. As a reminder, always remember to be polite and professional when communicating with elected officials, and call AFSA headquarters if you need contact information on these elected officials.


