FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2002:

As the administration remains adamantly opposed to concurrent receipt, conferees continue to debate inclusion of the provision in H.R. 4546, the FY 2003 National Defense Authorization Act.  Attempting to break the deadlock, on October 10, 2002, Rep. Gene Taylor, D-MS, put forth a motion to instruct conferees on H.R. 4546 to accept section 641 of the Senate version which calls for full concurrent receipt. After a brief debate session, the motion was overwhelmingly passed by a recorded vote of 391 to 0. On the same day, Congress also approved the use of America's military might against Iraq.  Now, more than ever, AFSA insists that the time has come to send a positive signal to the men and women in uniform that our government takes care of those who make sacrifices for our nation. The provision for restoring full military retiree pay for disabled retirees must be retained, and the bill brought to the floor for a vote soon.

CALL TO ACTION: AFSA is deeply concerned with the increasing number of reports that top congressional leaders may block a defense authorization bill from reaching the floor until after the November 5th elections. Therefore, it is imperative that everyone contacts their elected officials and let them know how important it is for the concurrent receipt provision to be included in the final bill. Even if you have contacted them in the recent past-- Do it again!. If your representative is one of the House leaders or if you live in Virginia, Michigan or Florida, your input to your senators and representative are particularly needed.
