Did You Know This??

1. The TRICARE Handbook is now interactive and available on the TRICARE Website: <http://www.tricare.osd.mil/TricareHandbook/>.  With this new

functionality, users can search for information on the TRICARE benefit

either by subject search, or general search.  In addition, you can go

right to sections in the Handbook using the interactive Table of Contents(TOC), as well as print out the online version in its entirety. The online version will be updated in real time, as changes occur. A contact e-mail, for help with benefit questions has been added to the site to further assist members in researching TRICARE information.  

I received the following information about taxes/pay from CMSgt Deborah 

Cortez, AF/XOIIFM. If you have any questions her email is: 

Deborah.Cortez@pentagon.af.mil

2. Taxes - We are rapidly approaching our favorite time of the

year...tax season.  As you know, most W-2s for the Air Force are sent to unit addresses.  However, there are some which are direct mailed to the member's home address and if the address is wrong on the JLES file, the W-2 will go to the wrong place.  In either case, if a member does not receive their W-2, they can access on the myPay website.  Please inform members NOT TO USE THE TAX DATA ON THE DECEMBER LES to file electronically.  Since DJMS has some known tax problems, a couple of special file searches were written to look at a member's MMPA entitlements and recompute the taxable income. This was done after December LESs were produced.  The actual W-2s will have the corrected information where the December LES will not.     

3.  myPay -  "myPay" continues to expand the service it offers members.

The latest enhancement is including W-2 information on the myPay web site. Future enhancements include allowing members to start, stop, or change allotments.  As you know, the AFAFO is very supportive of using myPay for routine pay actions.  This makes it more convenient for members as well as saving the Air Force valuable funds which can be directed towards more operational areas.  For example, it takes approximately 4 or 5 minutes to make an address change using myPay.  The older more traditional method of making the change at the FSO required FSO resources as well as taking the member away from their primary mission for an undetermined amount of time. However, it requires a PIN to use myPay.  DFAS mailed PIN letters to Air

Force members approximately 2 years ago.  Unfortunately, many members did not receive their PIN letters because of bad mailing addresses.  In some cases, members threw away the PIN letters as E/MSS (now myPay) did not offer as many benefits as it does today.  In either case, the AFAFO is considering asking DFAS to reissue PIN letters to members.  There would be a one time charge to the Air Force but we think the costs could be recovered in as little as 2 months by keeping members on their primary mission.  In preparation for a potential mass mailing, please ask your bases to use Commander's Calls, base newspapers, base web sites, etc. to get the word that members should ensure their mailing address on file with DFAS is correct.  The easiest way to verify the address is to look at the address on the December LES.  If it is incorrect, visit the FSO to make a change. Of course, if a member already has a PIN and their address is wrong, they can correct it themselves by using myPay.
