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Staff Sgt. Kurt A. Statezni is the lead crew chief of the Air Combat Command’s “Viper West” F-16 Demonstration Team assigned to the 388th Fighter Wing, Hill Air Force Base, Utah. The team consists of three F-16 block 40 aircraft operating out of the 4th Aircraft Maintenance Unit. The team includes one demo pilot, four pilot safety observers, and nine maintenance personnel.

Sergeant Statezni is from Michigan.  He enlisted in the Air Force on November 26, 1996, and completed basic military training at Lackland AFB, Texas, in January, 1997. 
In May 1997, upon completion of technical training at Sheppard AFB, Texas, Sergeant Statezni was assigned to the 61st Fighter Squadron, Luke AFB, Ariz., as an F-16 assistant dedicated crew chief. In February,2001, he was reassigned to the 56th Maintenance Squadron, Osan Air Base, Korea, on a remote tour.  

In February 2002, Sergeant Statezni was transferred to the 421st Fighter Squadron, Hill AFB, Utah.  During his assignment he deployed to Qatar in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM where he contributed to the launch of 699 combat sorties and was awarded the superior performer award.  He was the Maintenance Professional of the Quarter and nominated for Maintenance Professional of the Year 2003 of the 388th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron.  He was selected to his current position on the Air Combat Command F-16 Demonstration Team in December 2003.  
His decorations include the Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with two oak leaf clusters, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and the National Defense Service Medal.










