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Staff Sgt. Ian Kent is the engine technician for Air Combat Command’s “Viper West” F-16 Demonstration Team assigned to the 388th Fighter Wing, Hill Air Force Base, Utah. The team consists of three F-16 block 40 aircraft operating out of the 4th Aircraft Maintenance Unit. The team includes one demo pilot, four pilot safety observers and nine maintenance personnel.

Sergeant Kent was born in California.  He enlisted in the Air Force on Feb 9, 1994 and completed basic military training at Lackland AFB, Texas, in April 1994.  In June 1994, upon completion of technical training at Sheppard AFB, Texas., Sergeant Kent was assigned to the 2nd Bomber Squadron, Barksdale AFB, La.

In May 1999, he was reassigned to the 48th Fighter Squadron, Royal Air Force Lakenheath Air Base, England. In March 2001 Sergeant Kent deployed in support of OPERATION SOUTHERN WATCH.  

Sergeant Kent arrived at Hill AFB, Utah, in May 2002.  He was assigned to the 421st Fighter Squadron in the Specialist Section for assigned F-16 aircraft.  He was selected to his current position on the Air Combat Command’s F-16 Demonstration Team in January 2004.

His decorations include the Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and the National Defense Service Medal.










